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As we started the month of
October, the second renewal
notice from National was
sent out. Our membership
is lagging from this time last
year. Our 55% target for
October 12th was short by
only 181 members. We reported 49,319 members, or
54.799%. In order to meet
our 65% goal on November
21st, we will need an additional 9,181 members between now and then. Each
of us has the opportunity
and the ability to talk about
the value of membership,
not the cost, when we are recruiting new members or when
we are renewing memberships. When you look at what the
American Legion has done and what we are continuing to
do for our veterans and their dependents, there is no better
organization to belong to. Everybody wants to be a part of a
winning team so please get on the phone and let’s renew our
members. Just Ask!!!
My travels this month took me to the 3rd District Convention
where the golf and hospitality was outstanding. I was also
able to attend the National Commanders homecoming in
Illinois prior to the Department Commander and Adjutants
Conference along with the National Executive Committee
meeting in Indianapolis.
(continued, p. 2)
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Upon returning on Friday morning at 1:00 a.m., after a 10
hour stay at the airport in Indianapolis with Joe Matthews,
Herb O’Dell and my wife, Donna, I packed up again and went
to the 4th District on Saturday morning. The following week
I was off to the valley after spending half of the day on Thursday at Department Headquarters. Prior to the 15th District
Convention I was able to visit LaFeria and McAllen posts. At
the 15th District Convention in Raymondville they had a great
turnout and a membership turn in of 400 members (looks
like a little sandbagging to me) but I’ll take them. I just want
to thank everyone in the 15th District for the hospitality. I had
a great time. Commander Cavazos of the 15th District said
he would have 100% by the 6th of December.
On Monday we visited Corpus Christi to finalize the space in
the hotels and make sure everything would be ready for the
Department Convention. After viewing the area and finalizing
plans, I am looking forward to our visit in June and I believe
that everyone will have a great time.
By the end of October we needed just less than 2,000 members to reach our 65% goal within the next two weeks. Many
of our districts are really working hard and some of our districts are having a difficult time getting the engine started.
With our National goal being 90,000 we have to make our
traditional goal at Post and District 10% higher. Let’s get the
remainder of our Posts certified. Commanders, make it a
point to visit all of your posts within the next two months and
ask if you can help them succeed in membership.
For God and Country
Paul Dillard
Department Commander

The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the American
Legion, Department of Texas
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U p d a t e fr om Dis trict 1 3
Our membership in Post 252 has reached 123 for 2008, which is 64.3% of goal. Our fall convention was just
completed in Burkburnett, TX at post 264 with 8 posts present and 72 delegate votes.
There are several upcoming events during the Holiday Season. Our Veterans Day Breakfast at our post home is
where we will feed all veterans, firemen, law enforcement officials and school teachers from 7:00am - 9:30am
to help us celebrate Veterans Day with a ceremony to honor all Veterans who have answered their final call. The
guest speaker will be County Judge Ted H. Winn of Montague. He will help us honor those who rest in Elmwood
Cemetery, and will take place at 11:00am, as this will be on the 12th due to the 11th falling on a Sunday. Remember our Armistice was signed the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11 month in 1918.
Our Thanksgiving and Christmas Dinner will be at 7:00pm December 15, 2007 catered by Wits Restaurant of
Nocona, and will consist of turkey, dressing, and all the trimmings. Our Bingo games are continuing to grow on
Fridays. This starts at 7:00pm.
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Update from the Department Secretary
October was a month for traveling. Department President Charlie and I attended the annual President’s and
Secretaries Conference in Indianapolis. It was a very interesting and enjoyable conference; one of the best I’ve
attended. There were round table discussions, meetings for the Department Presidents and meetings for the
Department Secretaries. All the conference attendees were a part of a podcast on Army Wife Talk Radio. It
was an eye-opening experience to listen to and interact with the Army wife that is the creator and producer of
this amazing program. It is the “original Internet talk radio program for military wives”. For those with Internet
access, please listen in at www.armywifetalkradio.com on Monday nights at 7 PM.
Last weekend I attended the 18th and 19th District conventions. The 18th’s one-day convention was held on
Saturday in Clarendon at Clarendon College and hosted by Hedley Post 287. 18th District Commander Barry
Schoenhals and 18th District President Susan Wheatley conducted an enjoyable and interesting convention.
Thanks for the invitation; I had a great time. On Sunday I traveled to Lubbock to attend the second day of the
19th’s convention held at Lubbock Post 575. It was also interesting and enjoyable.
District President Betty conducted a well organized and fun meeting; I even won a door prize. Thanks to the
19th District for all their hospitality.
After flying home on Sunday night I repacked my suitcase so I could accompany Department Adjutant Bill
West and DIA Robert Squyres on the drive to Corpus Christi Monday morning. We attended preliminary meetings with the two hotels that will be hosting the Department Convention next June. Department Commander
Paul and Department President Charlie met us there along with Department Convention Chairmen Lewis
and Eris Routon and Department Vice President Mickie. We looked at meeting space and other amenities
in the two hotels. The staff at the Omni Bayfront and Omni Marina is looking forward to our convention next
summer. More information will be forthcoming as schedules are finalized. Members can begin making their
reservations on line using a link on the Legion’s website. The Auxiliary will have the same link on our website,
too. Members can also call to make their reservations, 1-800-THE-OMNI.
Since the first renewal notices were mailed from National the 2008 membership is steadily coming into the
office, but we are 20% behind our standings from this time last year. The Auxiliary reached the 50% target
before the October 30 deadline and we are now working on the next target. We are racing to reach 65% by
November 27th. Please encourage Auxiliary members in your family to pay their dues.
As a reminder there are membership awards for Legionnaire’s, Auxiliary and SAL members who recruit 1, 3,
10 and 25 Senior Auxiliary members. The award forms are posted on our website or available by calling the
Department office.
Please don’t use the old address as forwarded mail takes longer (usually a week) to be received.
Please get in touch with us, if you have any questions or need information.
Paula Raney
Department Secretary
Phone:		
512-476-7278
Fax: 		
512-482-8391
e-mail:
alatexas@txlegion.org
website:
www.alatexas.org
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Membership R&R Membership
If you are not actively recruiting and retaining membership, you are slowly getting further behind in the membership race. I know everybody gets tired of hearing membership all the time but it is what keeps our great
organization going. Without membership we would not have the programs that we work daily. Every Post and
District should have a membership team in place and busy working on recruiting and retaining our present
membership. At the Fall D.E.C. we formed a Department membership team that is willing to help any Post,
District or Division that needs our help. All it takes is a phone call and we will be there.
National Commander “Marty” Conatser announced his incentive program for 2008. Any Legion family member
who recruits 3 new members will receive his National Commander pin and for recruiting 6 new members you
will receive a cap bag. Only 1 of each per person. Then you have the cash reward from Department which says
any Post reaching 107% of goal by December 7th will receive $1.00 per member for each member received by
Department on December 7th. This is just extra money to place in your membership account which could be
used to give members a break on lifetime memberships so you don’t have to worry about collecting their dues
every year. Just one example of what you could do with this extra money. All it takes is actively working membership everyday. It is a never ending job.
Some members say there is not anything in it for them, so they are not going to renew this year. If they say this
then we are failing at the Post level by not getting them involved, where they feel like they are a part of what
is going on. When you recruit a new member use the WHY YOU SHOULD BELONG brochure which has all of
the programs listed and find out what they are interested in and get them involved in this program. This way
they feel they are a part of the Post and accomplishing something. They are much more apt to renew and stay
involved. Most of the members we lose we lose during the first and second year. That is because they don’t
feel like they really belong. Think about why you joined and why you are still a member. If you signed them up
just to come into the clubroom and have a beer it won’t be long before they go down the street and find a new
watering hole and you have lost another member.
Again I ask everyone, please form a membership team and get active in the membership race. The winners
will be the ones who work hard and work smart. Don’t forget we are here to help any way we can so don’t hesitate to call. Department membership team is composed of the following people.
              Paul Dillard          
              JG Garza         	
              Wayne Basden    
              Jim Fleming         
              Ron Blakeman     
              Ron Bell              
              Jimmy Walker      	
              Al Marlowe          
              Pablo Aguillon     
              Harry Hicks         

Department Commander
Vice Commander/Membership Chairman
Membership and Organization Chairman
Membership Commission
Membership Commission
Membership Commission
Division Commander
Division Commander
Division Commander
Division Commander

Wayne Basden
waynebasden@sbcglobal.net
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Houston Area Homeless Veterans
“STAND DOWN” is military terminology referring to the brief period of time a soldier leaves an active combat area in order to rest and regain strength. The Houston Stand Down will bring a wide range of specialized resources together to provide
homeless veterans the ability to obtain comprehensive medical and psychosocial
services. Stand Down can be an opportunity for the homeless veteran to access a
broad spectrum of services at one convenient location and to create a plan for reentry into mainstream society.

Thursday, November 8, 2007, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
And Friday, November 9, 2007, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Midtown Terrace Suites
4640 Main Street, Houston, Texas

Sponsored by:
MEDVAMC Health Care for Homeless Veterans Program
Coalition for the Homeless						
Task Force for Houston Area Homeless Veterans
U.S. Veterans Initiative

(713) 794-7848
(713) 739-7514
(713) 224-1418
(832) 203-1626
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Houston Stand Down 2007
TO: All homeless service providers
FROM: Houston Stand Down 2007
SUBJECT: The Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center (MEDVAMC) Health Care for Homeless Veterans Program
(HCHV), The Task Force for Houston Area Homeless Veterans, The Coalition for the Homeless, and US Veterans
Initiative would like to invite your agency to participate in the 7th Houston Stand Down.
DATES: Thursday, Nov. 8, from 8:00am-5:00pm and Friday, Nov. 9, from 8:00am-3:00pm
LOCATION: Midtown Terrace Suites, 4640 Main St, Houston, TX 77002
“STAND DOWN” is military terminology referring to the brief period of time a soldier leaves an active combat
area in order to rest and regain strength. The Houston Stand Down will bring a wide range of specialized resources together to provide homeless veterans the ability to obtain comprehensive medical and psychosocial
services. Stand Down can be an opportunity for the homeless veteran to access a broad spectrum of services
at one convenient location and to create a plan for re-entry into mainstream society.
Agency involvement requires staffing a booth during Stand Down to meet one-on-one with homeless veterans
to assess their needs, educate them re community resources available to assist them with their needs, and
help them begin the corresponding application processes. Services offered at previous Stand Downs have
included:
Clothing-Employment Appropriate
Dental Care
Education/Vocational Training
Employment
Eye Exams/Glasses
Financial Assistance
Meals		
Haircuts & Amenities

Housing-Temporary, Transitional, Permanent
Legal Aid
Medical and Mental Health Care
Substance Abuse Treatment
Transportation
Veteran Benefits
Services for Women
Spiritual Counseling (Non-denominational)

The attached flyer (for your distribution) details the upcoming Stand Down. If you plan to participate, space
will be reserved for representatives of your agency to provide immediate services and/or information to Houston Area Homeless Veterans. To register, please complete this form and fax it to the MEDVAMC-HCHV Office.
Should you have questions or require further information, please contact Alicia McCarthy @ (713)794-7848 or
Azzie Watts @ (713)794-7533. Thank you in advance for your time and interest. We look forward to working
with you.
***FAX COMPLETED FORM TO MEDVAMC-HCHV OFFICE, ATTENTION ALICIA MCCARTHY, (713) 794-7929 ***
AGENCY NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________
AGENCY MAILING ADDRESS:
_________________________________________________________________
AGENCY PHONE: __________________________
AGENCY FAX: _________________________________
NEEDS: # TABLES: _______ # CHAIRS: _______ ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY: Yes No
OTHER:_________
NAMES OF AGENCY PERSONNEL ATTENDING STAND DOWN: _________________________________________
DATES & HOURS OF ATTENDANCE:
_____________________________________________________________
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San Antonio Alamo Post #2 and Little Elm Post #182 Join Forces to
Recognize Four Fallen Soldier’s of Iraq on October 3, 2007
On Wednesday, October 3, 2007 Legionnaires, Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion met at San
Antonio’s Alamo Post #2 to recognize four military members who gave the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.
The “Fallen Soldiers Plaque” program was envisioned by Charles Boatright after the loss of his nephew during
2004 in Iraq. Mr. Boatright’s nephew and other members of his unit had made a pact to be buried together
should they fall in the line of duty. Honoring Sgt. Michael “Luke” Boatright’s wishes, he was laid to rest at Ft.
Sam Houston National Cemetery in San Antonio with members of his unit that had fallen before him. Unfortunately for his surviving family members Luke was buried far from his hometown.
Charles had a headstone placed at a local cemetery for Luke’s parents to reflect on the life of his
nephew. In addition to the headstone, he ordered small plaques with an etching of his nephew’s photo and
a brief description of how he lost his life serving our great nation. Charles gave the plaques to Luke’s mom
Candace, sons and his dad Michael Boatright. After seeing the incredible reaction of the loved ones touched
by the plaques, Charles was sure the family members of other soldiers that have lost their lives in the Iraq and
Afghanistan conflicts would appreciate this type of tribute. With the approval of the Department of Texas for
the program and financial support from the Posts within the Department and Little Elm Post #182 taking on
the responsibility as facilitator, the program is in full bloom as recognized by the Ceremony held at Alamo Post
#2.
Under the direction of Alamo Post #2 Commander, Javier Patron, his Officers and members and with
representation of the Mayor office of San Antonio in the person of Mayor Pro Tem Councilwoman Ms Delicia
Herrera and County Commissioner Precinct Four Tommy Adkisson there were four Fallen Soldiers recognized.
Those recognized were Mrs. Gloria Caldas, Mother of Army Captain Ernesto M. Blanco; Mrs. Lilliana Castro,
Wife of Army Staff Sgt Roland L. Castro; Mrs. Kim Smith, Mother of Army Pvt. Robert L. Frantz; and Mrs. Sherry
Graham, Mother of Marine Lance Corporal Lance T. Graham. The Family members were each presented a
Proclamation signed by San Antonio Mayor Phil Hardberger, a Resolution signed by members of the County
Commissioners Court, a Resolution from Alamo Post #2 and a marble plaque with an etched photo of the
Fallen Soldier.
Below are a few photos from the event.
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San Antonio Alamo Post #2 and Little Elm Post #182 Join Forces to
Recognize Four Fallen Soldier’s of Iraq on October 3, 2007
In photo “1” from left to right are Captain Blanco’s Daughter Mrs. Carmen Blanco Pendergraff and his Grand
Daughter Ema Grace, his Mother Mrs. Gloria Caldis, Commander Patron, Auxiliary President Martha Cisneros
Martinez and Commissioner Tommy Adkisson. In photo “2” from left to right is Sgt Castro’s Father Joe, his
Mother Mrs. Hope Soriano, President Martinez, his Wife Mrs. Lilliana Castro and Daughter Raquel Lee Castro
, Commander Patron and Commissioner Adkisson. Photo “3” from left to right are Mayor Pro Tem Ms Delicia
Herrera, Pvt. Frantz’s Mother Mrs. Kim Smith, Auxiliary President Martinez and Commander Patron. Photo “4”
from left to right is Corporal Graham’s Father Joe, his Mother Sherry, Commissioner Adkisson and President
Martinez.

Photo “5” below captures a part of the audience at the ceremony with the Officers of Alamo Post #2
from left to right, Executive Committeeman Joe Sada, 2nd Vice Commander Juan Silva, Executive Committeeman John L. Lindquist, Executive Committeeman and 20th District Vice Commander Joe Duarte, Jr., and Executive Committeeman Xavier Perales. In photo “6” is Auxiliary President Martha Cisneros Martinez, Mayor Pro
Tem Ms Delicia Herrera and Commander Patron.

In photo “7” below from left to right are Commander Patron, President Martinez and Commissioner Adkisson.
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San Antonio Alamo Post #2 and Little Elm Post #182 Join Forces to
Recognize Four Fallen Soldier’s of Iraq on October 3, 2007

In Photo’s “8” below are the representatives from Little Elm Post #182, Sons of The American Legion
member and developer of the Fallen Soldier Plaque Program Charles and Marcia Boatwright and in photo “9”
from left to right are Bill Roebken, Jr. his Mother Jolynn and program facilitator Bill Roebken.

The final photo “10” is the type of plaque that was presented to each of the families. The one below is
that of Pvt. Frantz that was presented to his Mother Mrs. Kim Smith.
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Legion Foundation Awards Over Half a Million Dollars in Grants
INDIANAPOLIS (Oct. 17, 2007) -- The American Legion
Child Welfare Foundation, in its 53rd year, has awarded $530,700 to 18 non-profit organizations. These
grants, determined during the annual meeting of the
Board of Directors, held at the Sheraton Hotel City
Centre in Indianapolis, Indiana on Sunday, October
14, 2007, have been awarded to support worthwhile
projects through the dissemination of information to
the general public and specific target groups. The following is a brief summary of the grants awarded for
2008:
American Legion Children’s Home of Ponca City,
Oklahoma was awarded $64,000 for their project
titled “American Legion Children’s Home National
Awareness Initiative.” This grant will produce DVDs,
brochures and a website in support of a national campaign to raise awareness and funds for the children’s
home. The American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of
The American Legion sponsor this grant.
American Humane Association of Englewood, Colorado was awarded $24,879 for their project titled
“Exploring Differential Response.” This grant will
produce and distribute 7,500 copies of the Protecting
Children journal. The Sons of The American Legion
sponsors this grant.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of McHenry County, Inc. of
McHenry, Illinois was awarded $24,351 for their project titled “Mentoring Answer Book.” This grant will
produce and distribute the Mentoring Answer Book
and the Mentoring Handbook for Parents to 2,034
mentoring agencies throughout the nation. The
American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion sponsor this grant.
Childhood Leukemia Foundation of Brick, New Jersey
was awarded $42,000 for their project titled “Hope
Binders.” This grant will produce and distribute binders, with templates and support materials, to 140
pediatric oncology hospitals throughout the United
States to help families begin to feel some degree of

control over devastating circumstances
Children’s Hunger Alliance of Columbus, Ohio was
awarded $20,000 for their project titled “CARES Project.” This grant produces and distributes two hundred
CARE kits to family childcare providers nationwide.
These kits provide the tools childcare workers need
to provide children with quality early learning experiences.
Family & Children’s Service of Minneapolis, Minnesota was awarded $40,000 for their project titled “Family Strengths Toolkit.” This grant will produce and
distribute a fun, interactive printed publication that
will provide children and families with opportunities to
spend time together while learning what makes them
strong as a family.
Give Kids The World of Kissimmee, Florida was
awarded $14,700 for their project titled “Dream &
Go Guides: Handbooks for Happiness.” This grant will
produce and distribute Dream & Go Guides to ensure
that the one-week stay of children with life-threatening illnesses and their families is the vacation of a
lifetime that provides joy and memories that endure
long term.
Kids In Danger of Chicago, Illinois was awarded
$16,400 for their project titled “Safe from the Start.”
This grant will produce and distribute child safety
materials (brochures, checklists and newsletters) to
health care professionals, childcare providers and
parents nationwide.
Mercy Medical Airlift of Virginia Beach, Virginia was awarded $43,000 for their project titled “Child Health Program.”
This grant will develop and modernize five websites providing information to the public and the pediatric medical
world regarding available charitable child patient long
distance medical air transportation. The American Legion
Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion sponsor
this grant.
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Legion Foundation Awards Over Half a Million Dollars in Grants
National Ability Center of Park City, Utah was awarded
$9,600 for their project titled the “Summer Camp Brochures.” This grant will produce and distribute 12,000 brochures to educate parents of the quality summer camps
and year-round programs designed to meet the special
needs of children with disabilities. The Sons of The American Legion sponsors this grant.
National Autism Center of Randolph, Massachusetts was
awarded $39,150 for their project “Implementing Evidence-based Educational Interventions for Children with
Autism Spectrum Disorders in School Settings.” This
grant will produce and distribute a publication targeted to
provide schools systems with a tool that will enable them
to more effectively serve students with ASD within their
school systems.
National Exercise Trainers Association of Minneapolis,
Minnesota was awarded $25,870 for their project titled
“Fitness for Today’s Youth.” This grant will produce and
distribute manuals and journals through schools, Boys and
Girls Clubs and YMCAs to educate, motivate and reinforce
the concept of healthy, active lifestyles.
National Exchange Club Foundation of Toledo, Ohio was
awarded $39,866 for their project titled: “Believe in the
Blue Campaign.” This grant will produce and distribute
materials (parenting cards, posters, fact sheets, public
service announcements, ads and press releases) designed
to provide families across the nation with tips on positive
parenting.

awarded $33,800 for their project titled “Our Military Kids
Informational Materials Phase II.” This grant will produce
a quarterly newsletter and develop a dynamic, user-friendly
website to assist in making essential extracurricular
activities, including tutoring, available to the school-aged
children of deployed and severely injured Reserve and
National Guard personnel. The American Legion Auxiliary
and the Sons of The American Legion sponsor this grant.
TechMission of Dorchester, Massachusetts was awarded
$5,000 for their project titled “Safe Families.” This grant
will produce and distribute 50,000 copies of parental
control software and provide online safety manuals and
resources to 1 million visitors through their website. The
Sons of The American Legion sponsors this grant.
ZERO TO THREE of Washington, DC was awarded $38,459
for their project titled “Coming Together Around Military
Families.” This grant will produce books, flyers and kits to
encourage collaboration throughout civilian and military
communities and provide professionals with strategies and
resources to support the unique needs of military families
with young children. The American Legion Auxiliary and
the Sons of The American Legion sponsor this grant.

Contact: Bill Pease (317) 630-1202
admin@cwf-inc.org

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST
Almost Four Decades of Partnership
for a Healthy America

National Indian Child Welfare Association of Portland, Oregon was awarded $24,625 for their project titled: “Ensuring the Seventh Generation: Youth Suicide Prevention Toolkit.” This grant will produce and distribute toolkits to guide
tribal child welfare workers and programs throughout the
United States in implementing early suicide prevention
and intervention methods. The American Legion Auxiliary
sponsors this grant.
National Marfan Foundation of Port Washington, New York
was awarded $25,000 for their project titled: “Marfan Teen
Space.” This grant will produce an online teen community space on the organization’s website that will provide
a safe place for teens with Marfan Syndrome to network
“virtually” through a medium that is popular for their age
group and provide teen-specific information on Marfan
syndrome. Our Military Kids, Inc. of McLean, Virginia was

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust
affordable insurance plans and superior service
call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com
15700
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ABOUT RISING HEALTH CARE COSTS?

Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust help you
with an affordable Medicare Supplement Plan
Medicare is not an all inclusive health
insurance plan. Many medical
procedures, examinations and hospital
expenses are only partially reimbursed –
leaving you with leftover bills to pay.
Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT)
help you protect your assets with a
Medicare Supplement Plan endorsed by
your Department.
Even if you already have a plan in place,
that’s okay. Take a look at what our plans
have to offer – if ours are a better value,
you can replace your existing coverage. If
you have owned a Medicare Supplement or
have had primary hospital and medical
expense reimbursement coverage for six

or more months, and replace it with one
of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust plans,
there will be no waiting period and no
pre-existing condition limitations.
FEATURES OF THE PLANS
• No physical exams or health questions to
answer – you cannot be refused on account
of your past or current health.
• Fast turnaround on claims
• Affordable premium costs
Act Now! Complete the coupon below and
return it to:
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program
P.O. Box 21908
Santa Barbara, CA 93121-9969

�

� Yes! Please send me complete details about the
�
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program Medicare Supplement Plan
Fill in your name, address, phone number and date of birth, and mail it to us.
Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________City____________________State_____Zip_________________
Phone (
15702

)_________________ Evening (
Promo 18747

)__________________Date of Birth______/______/_____
© 2006 AGIA

Help grow
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by the 20th of
each month!

