
Message from the Commander 

Greetings to our American 
Legion family.  As we ap-
proach  Veterans Day, let 
us pause and reflect on the 
many sacred and memo-
rial moments that we share 
with our veterans and their 
families all over the world.  
Think how important our 
veterans support has been 
and what the four pillars 
do to help veterans and 
their families , children and 
youth, education and Amer-
icanism programs such 
as Boys State, Orarorical, 
Junior Shooting and Base 
ball.  And the most important passage of a GI Bill for edu-
cation July 2008 since 1944.

We are behind in membership and our next target date of 
65% is November 14 2008.  We need 5000 new or re-
newed member by that date to be on time and on target.  
And with the help of all of us I know we can do it.   Please  
participate in Veterans Day parades and community ac-
tivities.

As we approach the holiday season, I want to wish every 
member a happy Thanksgiving.    

JAMES McNAIR
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER
“ RESULTS COUNT ”
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month and it 
will appear in the following issue.



ADJUTANT’S CORNER: 
Director of Internal Affairs Retires

Those of you who attended the Fall DEC 
meeting and some of the Fall District 
Meetings have heard that our Director of 
Internal Affairs Robert Squyres  (right) 
has decided to retire. Robert  will be leav-
ing us as a staff member in April 2009, 
but he will still be around and active in 
the Department.

With Robert departing in April the DEC 
approved us to hire his replacement now 
so we could start training the new Direc-
tor of Internal Affairs before Robert’s 
departure.

The Job Announcement and Qualification 
and Employment Applications for the 
position of Director of Internal Affairs can be found on the Department Website. 
Employment Applications, Cover Sheet and Resume must be sent to The Ameri-
can Legion, Attn: Department Adjutant, PO Box 140527, Austin, TX. 78714.

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER COINS

Department Commander McNair is going to award this  
special membership incentive coin to Post, Districts or  
Division that achieve 100% in Membership by 30 days  

before the Department Convention. 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS, JONATHAN D. ROZIER POST 164,  
KATY, TEXAS DOES IT IN A FESTIVAL ATMOSPHERE

2008-2009 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 

When the oppressive heat of summer finally gives 
way to the cooler mornings of the promised au-
tumn, the residents of Katy Texas prepare for their 
annual Katy Rice Harvest Festival. The event be-
gins on the first Saturday of October with a kick-
off parade. Post 164 along with members of Katy 
VFW Post 9182 serve as the honor guard and lead 
the parade. The real event begins the following 
Saturday and continues on Sunday. The festival, a 
celebration of the completion of the rice harvest is 
a well established tradition. It features artist and 
vendors selling their wares. There is live music, 
plenty of food and refreshments for every age and 
the familiar amusement rides for kids of all ages. 
One thing the festival has plenty of is the local resi-
dents. Thousands flock each day to the festival and 
we suspect that are many Veterans among them. 
For the past four years, Post 164 has been partici-
pating with a booth of their own.

 
(continued p.4)

Bill Barry gives US Flag to Retired Houston Law Officer John Chandler.
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Our original intent was easy to grasp. Since the Post was first chartered in 2001, there has been a problem 
with the community distinguishing between the American Legion Post and the older more established VFW 
Post. Then Commander Bill Barry suggested we get involved, get out in front of the community and get our-

selves recognized. The Katy Chamber of Commerce and 
Rice Festival Committee were approached about getting us 
a booth. To our pleasant surprise, they not only had a booth 
for us, they provided the booth gratis. At that first event, we 
received many inquiries about the American Legion and 
our Post. That made the second year we attended the event 
more focused. Recruiting. It is not hard to spot a Veteran 
or for the Veteran to spot us. They stop by, we share some 
lively conversation and when it all goes right, a new recruit is 
identified. With applications on hand and a small display that 
shows our members at work in the community, it becomes 
obvious to those interested exactly what we do. At the recent-
ly completed event for 2008, we have the names and infor-
mation for 23 potential new members. Post Event Chairman 
Ernie Cormier will be handling the follow ups and promises 
more members next year.
 

Our comrades are not just looking for members. Being a small community at heart, Katy folks are very friendly 
and our members see their old friends and neighbors and reacquaint themselves. We keep a nice supply of 
candies and bobbles for the passer bys. It’s wonderful to see a child light up when getting a Tootsie Pop from 
a uniformed member of the Post. Of course some of the festival visitors want to make a donation so we never 
leave home without our donation jar. We offer up small tokens of appreciation when a donation is made, any-
thing from a Remember 9-11 pin to a 3 X 5 U.S. Flag for the larger donations. It isn’t about donations but to 
keep our community activities moving forward, we take every dime we are offered.

After four years of attending the Rice Har-
vest Festival, it is very plain to see that our 
members get as much out of the event as 
the community does. New friends made, 
old friend reacquainted, the smiling face 
painted children and the energy the com-
munity gets from a festival that is uniquely 
Katy are reasons we expect to be part of the 
annual ritual as long as the City will have 
us. Oh ya, picking up a few new members in 
the process isn’t bad either. If you happen 
to be passing by Katy, Texas, 30 miles west 
of Houston next year, say about the second 
Saturday and Sunday in October, stop by. We 
would love to say hello.

There is a lesson in all this and I hope it is 
obvious. In small towns and cities across 
Texas each year, events, festivals and fairs, 
unique to their locale is the ideal location to 
set up a booth, get out and meet the good neighbors and remind them who the American Legion is. You never 
know what you might get out it.  
 
Submitted by Paul V. Dudkowski

Ernie Cormier explains our community service photos to 
Jacob and Gabriel Perryman.

From L to R. Wally Klekar, Katy Mayor Don Elder, Event  
Chairman Ernie Cormier, Bill Barry and Virgil Poe
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Recently Post Commander Franky Brown and Members of Round Rock Post 447 present a check for 
$1000.00 to Mayor Alan McGraw for the Round Rock Adopt a Unit Program – which supports the soldiers of 
Fort Hood’s 404th Aviation Maintenance Support Battalion.

“Supporting the Adopt a Unit Program with the City of Round Rock is just one of the many ways Post 447 car-
ries on the tradition of serve to the community, state and nation; and at the same times supports our service 
members and their families,” stated Commander Brown.

“Post 447 recently joined together with the local Army Reserve Center here in Round Rock to sponsor them 
and we will be doing several different events for them this year,” stated Commander Brown.

Round Rock Post 447 also do-
nated $1000.00 to Lori Scott, the 
Executive Director of The Serving 
Center, which oversee local food 
bank in the Round Rock area. The 
Serving Center operates a food 
pantry and provides social services 
to Round Rock, Hutto and the 
Wells Branch area.  

Commander Brown stated “When 
we heard that the food banks were 
having more people coming in and 
needing their service because of 
the economy, with gas and food 
prices on the raise. We decided 
we would do our part and help 
those in our local community that 
needed help.”

American Legion Post 447 Donates to Local Community
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To All Texas Members of the American Legion Family:

You can now obtain American Legion License Plates in the state of Texas. These plates are 
available to all Texas members of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons 
of the American Legion.

Go to the location where you purchase your license plates, (usually your County Seat) and 
they will copy your membership card as part of the procedure for obtaining these plates. At 
that time your cost for these special plates (in addition to whatever your usual amount) will be 
$30.00, $22.00 of which the Texas American Legion Foundation will receive. Your plates will 
then be ordered and you can pick them up in about three weeks.

If you have personalized plates you can keep the same number or letter(s) and it will be put on 
the Legion Plates. Your personalized fees, in such an instance, would remain the same plus 
the $30.00 for the American Legion plates.

The money received by the Texas American Legion Foundation through this program will be 
used for the currently supported scholarship programs. These include the Oratorical Contest 
Scholarship (on the U.S. Constitution), the Junior Shooting Scholarship, the Eagle Scout Schol-
arship, the Cindy Mae Girls State Scholarship, the Baseball Scholarship, the Boys State Senior 
Counselor Scholarship, and several other scholarships.

Texas American Legion License Plates are a good promotion of the American Legion Family. 
Thank you for your participation in this program so we (the Texas American Legion family) can 
continue our good work through so many of our scholarship programs which help our youth of 
today and leaders of the future.
 
For God and Country,
Ronald Cherry ~ President
Texas American Legion Development Foundation

Texas American Legion License Plates
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AUSTIN – The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) approved a $1 million training 
fund to provide employer-driven skills training for recently separated veterans. By 
establishing the training fund, TWC will provide returning veterans skills upgrades 
that employers identify as necessary for future Texas economic growth. Private  
Texas employers can apply to TWC for training grants by partnering with estab-
lished training providers such as community colleges, apprenticeship training  
programs or community-based training programs with demonstrated experience.

Active duty service members exiting the military may face challenges transition-
ing to civilian life and the workplace. To assist those veterans, TWC established the 
Texas Veterans Leadership Program (TVLP), modeled on the successful Vietnam 
Veterans Leadership Program which TWC Chairman Tom Pauken, himself a Viet-
nam veteran, established during the Reagan administration. Twenty-eight Veterans 
Resource and Referral Specialists (VRRSs) are based in local workforce develop-
ment areas across Texas to assist their fellow veterans with job-search activities, 
training opportunities and other resources.

“Veterans deserve our utmost appreciation, and we should honor their service by 
easing their reentry into the Texas workforce,” said Pauken. “Through these train-
ing funds, veterans – particularly those who have been deployed to Iraq or Afghani-
stan – will receive important skills training to meet the demands of Texas employ-
ers.” 

Retired U.S. Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Jason K. Doran leads TVLP. During his 
20-year career, Doran earned the Silver Star, Navy Commendation Medal, Navy 
Achievement Medal with Combat “V”, and two Combat Action ribbons. His service 
included Operation Iraqi Freedom, Desert Shield/Storm in the Middle East, and Op-
eration Noble Obelisk and Guardian Retrieval in Africa, JTF-6 Counter Drug Opera-
tions, and service in the Philippines and Korea. 

For more information about the TVLP Skills Training Fund or other training oppor-
tunities and services available from TWC and the 28 local workforce development 
boards, please visit the TWC Web sites vets.texasworkforce.org and  
www.texasworkforce.org.

TWC Establishes $1 Mil l ion
Returning Veterans Skil ls Training Fund
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LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

Almost Four Decades of Partnership 
for a Healthy America

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust 
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