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Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month and it
will appear in the following issue.

The month of October and November
will be quite busy. First I attended the
6th. District Convention in Cleburne the
first week in October and was greeted
by many familiar legionnaires. The
following week I flew to Indianapolis
to attend the National Commander’s
Homecoming and attended the
Adjutant’s and Commander’s
Conference. I also attended the
National President’s Homecoming in
Austin, Texas the weekend of October
15th and 16th. Many visitors from
other states were there and everyone had a great time visiting various
sites in nearby Fredericksburg, Johnson City and Austin.
On October 21 through October 24, I was invited to attend and be the
guest speaker at the 16th. District convention in Van Horn, Texas.
Adjutant West and myself traveled to El Paso before the convention to
visit the VAMC and the William Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort
Bliss along with President Diana King and Detachment Commander Gary
Paul. I was impressed by the many services that are provided. We also
toured the Army Fisher House on Ft. Bliss managed by Vice Commander
Harry Hicks.
In November, I will be visiting the VAMC-Houston. Also, on November
11th. I will be traveling to Mineral Wells to participate in their Veterans
Day Program being held at Ram Stadium. A visit to Post #75 is also
planned.
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As of October 25th the Department still needs 1080 members to reach
our 65% goal. The target date was October 29th. The 75% target date
is fast approaching. Post Commanders need to get your membership
teams to renew those members who are habitually late in renewing.
Once that has been accomplished, then recruiting and resigning those
new members shall become the priority. Remember that National
Commander Foster has a membership pin that can be earned for
signing up 2 new members and renewing 5 members. It is a very
beautiful pin in the shape of the Liberty Bell.
The Commanders’ and President’s Joint Homecoming is scheduled for
Saturday, November 13, 2011 at Pasadena Post #521. Homecoming
information and the registration form can be downloaded from the
Legion website. Please make your hotel reservations now and send in
the registration form to the address that is provided.
Please plan on attending for Diana, Gary, and I would like to have you
there to share this evening with us.
For God and Country,
Ken Mueller
Department Commander
“A New Generation Moving Forward”
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any
to share with the rest of the Department of
corresponding captions, and/or name of the
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidephotographer if necessary.
lines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx”
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
files please, as these are often problematic. You can help us greatly here by simply running
Save your file as the same name of the aryour spell check function in your word
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be processing program.
sure to make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue..

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary President
Hello Legionnaires! Last month, we attended the 13th District Convention in Wichita Falls and the 6th District
Convention in Cleburne. Both were well attended, and our members were very receptive to the changes that
are being made in our organization. Those changes involve moving our programs more and more toward our
mission, which is to make life easier for our veterans, our active duty military, and their families.
The National Presidents and Secretaries Conference in Indianapolis was very informative. We talked about
the need to be proactive in sending out our own membership renewal notices, personalizing them to tell our
members how much we value them, and finding out what their interests are and giving them something
that they would like to do . . . something that they could be passionate about. It was also mentioned that we
should consider asking those who are not eligible to join the American Legion Family to participate with us
in our events, as they can be a real asset to our organization. Additional volunteers can make a difference in
fulfilling our mission.
We also had the privilege of hearing from Michele Hunt, wife of Nathan Hunt, who lost his legs in Iraq. Michele
shared with us the trials and tribulations she and her daughters experienced in helping Nate deal with his
physical and mental challenges. Her story and the story of other Michele’s is why we do what we do. It makes
me SO proud to be a part of this great organization!
We thoroughly enjoyed National President Carlene’s homecoming in Austin. Guests came from all over the
country . . . from Maine to California, Washington to Florida, and all the states between, including Alaska.
Everyone had a wonderful time.
The following weekend, we toured the VA Medical Center in El Paso. The scenery along Interstate 10 from the
Kerrville hill country to the mountains in the West was breathtaking. We also attended the 16th District
Convention in Van Horn. The Auxiliary played their parts well as they dressed as “Men in Black.” The
convention was outstanding, and everyone learned a lot while having fun.
We will close this month with the 22nd District Convention in Houston and the 4th District Convention in Van
Alstyne, where I look forward to sharing information about our programs, making new friends, and renewing
old friendships.
Veteran’s Day is one of my favorite holidays. Let me be the first to thank
you for serving. Every American should be thanking a veteran for their
service to their country every day, not just on Veteran’s Day.
The next two months will be full of events with the VAMC Tours, Veteran’s
Day activities, our Joint Homecoming on November 13, and the Christmas
Gift Shops/Parties for our veterans in December. I look forward to seeing
you soon.
For God and Country,
Diana King
Department President
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The Chaplain’s Corner
November is the month in which we celebrate Veterans Day
Let us take a few moments to reflect in prose and prayer, remembering those who served our country well.
You gave for peace with courage
that families may be free
so children could grow strong
and safe they’d ever be.
In giving for the sake of peace
you may have suffered loss
your body may still show its wounds
from taking up the cause.
May remembrance of your time away
your sacrifice for peace
spur us on to strive more strongly
for freedom, that there will be release.
From causes that sent some away
to fight that we may freely live
with gratefulness we thank you, veterans
for all you gave and give!
Let us pray:
As long as the earth endures, O God, there will be wars and rumors of wars.
However, through your mercy and grace may you bring an end to all wars and the suffering they cause.
We thank you for those who have risked their lives to fight our country’s battles.
When duty called, they answered.
Without them, O Lord, we don’t know where we would be or what horrors we might be facing today.
Bless those who are currently in uniform.
Do not permit the temptations of military life destroy the faith of any of them.
May the dangers they face keep them mindful of their need to rely upon you for their safety and
well-being, in time and in eternity.
We pray for their families and loved ones at home to see them through this difficult time of trial and
separation through the strength, and calmness and spirit that only You can give them.
We ask this in your blessed name.
Amen
I invite all those who have written or come across a special prayer for veterans that you consider particularly
meaningful to e-mail it to me for inclusion in this column: chaplain@txlegion.org
Again, if you have any special prayer requests, send those along to me also for posting on the Texas Chaplains
Association web site Prayer List at www.texaschaplains.org at hklee@texaschaplains.org or my Texas Legion
e-mail address: chaplain@txlegion.org.
Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2010-2011
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Honor and Remember
The Sons of The American Legion Squadron 21, Department of Texas, District 4 of The Colony, Texas was called
upon to host a very special presentation. This was organized by Commander Duckworth of American Legion Post
218, Department of Texas, District 5, Irving, Texas and Monty Slough of “Denton County Fallen Soldiers
Memorial”, without the help of both of them this would not have taken place at Squadron 21.
The Honor and Remember originator, Mr. George Lutz is on a National tour to hand deliver an Honor and
remember flag and a plaque to the families of all of our fallen Heroes in the USA. Mr. Lutz needed a location for
a presentation to Honor the family of Peter J. Courcy and make this presentation to Peter’s wife Mara. This event
was to take place on October 02, 2010. Squadron 21 stepped up and accepted that Honor.
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Honor and Remember (continued)
Even with a short two days notice Squadron 21 and its riders escorted George Lutz to the Sons of The
American Legion Squadron 21 Activity Center located at 5600 North Colony Blvd.,The Colony, TX. for this very
special ceremony. This event took place October 2, 2010.
Squadron 21 was also Honored this day with the presence of Monty Slough of “The Denton County Fallen
Soldiers Memorial” and American Legion Post 218 Commander Sir “Duck” Duckworth, who is also part of
Proclaimliberty.us (www.Proclaimliberty.us).
American Legion Post 21, The Sons of The American Legion Squadron 21 and The American Legion Riders
Post 21 participated in the great American Event.
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Honor and Remember (continued)
One of the causes of this event is to help create an awareness in the eyes of the American public that we as
Americans need to Honor OUR REAL Heroes in this Great Country and to always Remember that they are the
reason that we have all of the so many Freedoms that we all have and that so many take for granted.
Mr. Lutz is traveling the country to make awareness of a new flag (top picture) to honor the fallen of all wars. He
has traveled 42 states, including Hawaii and Alaska before coming to Texas in his mobile home traveling over
20,000 miles. His journey will end on Veterans Day this November, 2010. in Washington DC.
His goal is for this flag to be congressionally and military sanctioned as a permanent symbol to fly continuously in
eternal honor and remembrance of fallen military service men and women.
On Dec 29, 2005, his son George Anthony Lutz II was killed by a sniper’s bullet in Fallujah, Iraq.
Mr. Lutz needed some way not only to honor his son but others who gave their lives to help keep this country free.
Traveling across the country to make awareness of this flag is away in healing the pain he and other Gold Star
families face daily.
You can help in this great mission by going to his website: www.HonorandRemember.org for more information
and to sign the petition to be presented to Congress.

Becoming a State Chapter
As the number of Honor and Remember supporters increases across America, so do the number of
opportunities to promote the Honor and Remember mission and goals. With the help of many we are able to
make positive inroads in hundreds of communities and all fifty states.
For those reasons, Honor and Remember is in the process of developing a network of state chapters that will
serve as the front line of future efforts to build recognition, involvement and support for our cause. From its
beginning, Honor and Remember has been a grassroots effort. We truly believe that the only way we can
accomplish our mission is with a “boots on the ground” presence in every state that will enable us to: identify
and communicate with local Gold Star families; promote the flag and the cause to municipal and state officials;
encourage corporate sponsorship; collect petition signatures; and organize local fund raising and promotional
events.
If you have an interest in helping us organize a state chapter where you live, please contact us below. Our
National Chapter Director will respond with information and guidelines for creating an Honor and Remember
chapter in your area. Pictures are on site.
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112th Congress Must Continue in “right direction” for Veterans
WASHINGTON (Nov. 8, 2010) - The American Legion is pressing the prospective leadership of a politically
re-oriented 112th Congress to address several longstanding veterans issues. “The dramatic mid-term election
just concluded was a referendum on ideals and policies,” said Jimmie Foster, the Legion’s national commander.
“But not on issues related to the care of America’s veterans. The 111th Congress was moving in the right
direction, and the 112th should continue on this course.”
Foster recently praised the current session’s Capitol Hill lawmakers for passage of the Veterans Health Care
Budget Reform and Transparency Act of 2009 (guaranteeing appropriations for VA health care one full year in
advance) as well as the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2010 that included substantially increased fiscal
2010 funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
“As laudable as these measures were - and others such as broadening eligibility for relief from certain serviceconnected health problems, more must be done to provide our nation’s heroes with the benefits they deserve,”
Foster said. “About 20 new representatives are veterans, and 14 of those belong to The American Legion, so
we’re hoping they will lend their strong support to our legislative priorities.”
Of special concern to Legion leadership is the so-called “disabled veteran tax” or “concurrent receipt” practice, by
which the retirement pay of veterans is offset according to the amount of disability pay they are receiving. “Both
retirement pay and disability benefits are well and truly earned, and both should be awarded fully. To do
otherwise is shameful,” Foster said.
While acknowledging the recent, unprecedented increase in VA funding ($125 billion), The American Legion is
requesting additional monies for the agency, mostly to support improved medical care, research and facilities.
But the Legion is also offering Congress a suggestion that, if enacted, would help to offset any VA budget
increase.
Legion leaders point to the fact that more than half the veteran population served by VA is eligible for Medicare
benefits. Yet VA is not authorized to collect third-party reimbursement from Medicare (or Medicaid) for health
services provided to veterans that have no connection to their military service.
“In a society that’s trying to improve health care, reduce deficits and serve veterans, allowing VA to bill Medicare
for its non-service connected care is a win-win,” said Tim Tetz, legislative director for The American Legion.
“Veterans pay into the Medicare system, so why shouldn’t they be allowed to take advantage of it?”
Among other items of concern to The American Legion are deficiencies in the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill that provides
educational benefits to veterans attending four-year colleges and universities. Improvements can be made, says
the Legion, by broadening eligibility for benefits to members of reserve units and the National Guard, as well as
expanding the list of VA-approved institutions to include vocational schools and those offering online and distance learning curricula.
Peter Gaytan, executive director of The American Legion in Washington, sums up the organization’s view.
“Realistically, the new Congress may be hard-pressed to find a non-partisan agenda that all its members can
agree on. But why not try to bridge that chasm by agreeing to honor our nation’s veterans, not only by
maintaining their current benefits but improving them as well?” he said.
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