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I bring you greetings from the Department
of Texas. My, how time does fly. October
was a very busy month and I have been
traveling around, mainly east of the I-35
corridor. I visited New Brunfels P-179;
Converse P-593 (meeting); Universal City
P-667, Cleveland P-393; Channelview
P-644 (8 Dist. Conv.); Waco (Elm Mott)
P-121; Pilot Point P-550 (Reg & Joint
Mtgs); Beaumont P-33 (State President’s
Homecoming); Richardson P-368 and
Weatherford P-163 (Post Grand
Opening & 17th Dist. Conv.). I also was
gone for nine days to attend the
National Commander/Adjutant Meetings
and NEC meetings at National HQ in Indianapolis. I also helped cook 800 hot
dogs for the National Night out event in Van Alstyne, with my Rotary Club. I
was at our State HQ, in Austin, numerous times, including swapping out the
Impala for a new 8-passenger Chevy Traverse SUV. Still learning the complexities of the operation of some of the systems.
Here we are now into our 5th month of our membership year (November).
We are sitting around 65% and it looks like we are well on our way of achieving
our goal this month. I realize that this is the result of many of you working very
hard to get to this point, and for that, I truly THANK YOU! We are currently # 40
in National and I realize that as long as we exceed our monthly goals we will
move up the ladder and finish on top in the end. It would be fantastic if many
posts were over goal by Veterans Day, and this is achievable for a large number
of you, who are shy of 5 or less members.
I know you are working with your Oratorical contestants and helping them get
ready for your District Oratorical Contests. Our goal is to have a contestant
from every district at your Division contests in January. The first place of a
$18,000 scholarship at National will be a great benefit for the winning student.
Why not have that student be from the great state of TEXAS!
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As many of you may know, National Commander Dan Dellingers’ project this
year is the National Emergency Fund (NEF). He has set a goal of one million
dollars which could be achieved if every post would donate $ .50 per member. This is a very achievable goal and the posts can have a fund raiser, have
their ALR chapter do a fund raising run or just asking our members for a $ .50
donation. Texas has usually been pretty lax with donations to the NEF but have
benefited greatly in recent years, especially with hurricane Katrina.
In closing, Alice and I hope you have a thankful Thanksgiving and have a great
month in November!
Yours in Service, For God and Country
Jim Fleming
State Commander

Employer Awards
Have you got an employer in your area that goes above and beyond the
call of duty when it comes to working with veterans? Maybe they provide
goodies to your events, free meeting space or free advertisements?
There are numerous American Legion Awards for employers who take
care of US. We just sometimes do not do a very good job of taking care
of them when it comes to recognizing them and saying thank you for a
job well done.
Take the time to think about employers who have taken care of vets
and their families and then investigate. Let’s put them in for employer
awards.
With so many returning veterans, we have a large number of companies
that are actively pursuing hiring our trained men and women. Let’s take
time to say “thank you.
If you need help, ask and we can help get the write-ups done but deadlines are coming soon.
Gerry Hince, PR Chair hince57@msn.com or 979 778-1835

The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the American
Legion, Department of Texas
2

2 01 3 -201 4 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
Jim Fleming, Department Commander
John McKiny, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer
Steve Watkins, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Don Toohey, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Ed Kegley, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Dan Corbin, Immediate Past Department Commander
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Renee Monczynski, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Jeff Perkins, 1st Division Commander
Bryan Coleman, 2nd Division Commander
Glen Moody, 3rd Division Commander
Ronnie Pietzsch, 4th Division Commander
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement corresponding captions, and/or name of the
to share with the rest of the Department of
photographer if necessary.
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file You can help us greatly here by simply running
as the same name of the article, so we can
your spell check function in your word
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it processing program.
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if
you are just forwarding it to us.
• E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary
As November begins we have so many things to be thankful for. I dedicate this month’s message to you our
veterans.
The members of the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas would like to express our sincere
appreciation for the men and women who served in the Unites States Armed Forces.
Thank you for serving this great country. Thank you for protecting us. Thank you for the security we have and
feel here at home. We know you sacrificed much for your country and all of us. And though you may no longer
wear the uniform, we know you’re always on call to serve and protect the freedom and security of the United
States of America.
The American Legion Auxiliary supports and honors the scarifies of those who served by enhancing the lives of
our veterans, military and their families, both at home and aboard. We invite everyone to pause on November
11th to remember those who have fought for our freedoms. Thank you to all who have so bravely protected us.
A child asking his mommy “What is a Veteran, and her reply?
“Mommy, what is veteran?’ My child asked in an innocent way “and could you please explain to me why we
have Veterans Day?”
My mind searched for the adjectives that might help me clarify those people, who for their country have
looked death in the eye.
I quickly grabbed the dictionary to see what Webster may have used but “one who served in the armed forces”
were not the words that I would choose.
But, how do you describe a veteran - soldiers you have never met, those you’ll never know the names of and
yet…never will forget?
How do you describe a veteran? How do you convey a definition for those who brought this country’s dreams to
their ultimate fruition?
How do you describe a veteran - strangers who fought for you, men and women who risked their lives for
people they never knew?
How do you describe a veteran - and the sacrifices they made so that you and your children’s children could
live free…and unafraid?
How do you describe a veteran - for a child’s sake? You say “a veteran is a person to
whom we owe every breath we take.”
In the Spirit of Service not Self,
“Together we can make a Difference”
Christine R. Trahan
American Legion Auxiliary Department President
2013 - 2014
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Chaplains Corner
For many of you, myself included, getting back to
Mother Nature’s time (the end of Daylight Saving)
is a blessing. It’s ironic in that no daylight has been
saved during the almost 8 months it was in effect
yet it’s called daylight saving. The idea of getting up
when the sun rises (not when it’s pitch black outside)
and going to bed when it’s dark (not when it’s still as
bright as day) brings back a sense that God’s in His
heaven, all’s right with the world.
There are many things “all right with the world” in
November, starting with All Saints Day and ending
with St. Andrews Day – the patron saint of Scotland.
The month encompasses Election Day, Veterans Day
(Remembrance Day in Canada), Hanukkah,
Thanksgiving Day and, the Commander’s
Homecoming!
It is especially fitting, however, to give thanks during
this month, for our veterans. VA health care, veterans
benefits claims, the GI Bill, jobs and business
opportunities, adjustment assistance for wounded
warriors returning home, and other important issues
taken up by The American Legion’s Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation Commission are major aspects of what
we do. This Veterans Day let us rededicate our efforts
along this line.
As it has been often said, every day should be one
in which we honor our veterans. But rather than add
to the many speeches you are bound to hear on this
Veterans Day, I thought I’d simply give my thanks and
ask God’s blessing and protection over each and
every one on this special day of observance and all
their precious days to follow. Words could never do
justice to what I feel inside for all those who have
served honorably in the United States Armed Forces.

A Thanksgiving Day prayer:
Lord, so often times, as any other day
When we sit down to our meal and pray
We hurry along and make fast the blessing,
“Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing!”
We’re slaves to the olfactory overload
We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold
But Lord, I’d like to take a few minute more
To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for:
For my family, my health, a nice soft bed
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head.
I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by those
Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever possibly
know
Thankful Lord, that you’ve blessed me beyond measure,
Thankful that in my heart lives life’s greatest treasure,
That you, dear Lord, reside in that place
And I’m ever so grateful for your unending grace.
So please, heavenly Father, bless this food you’ve
provided
And bless each and every person invited.
Amen!
Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2013-2014
www.texaschaplains.org

Last year I shared this prayer with my family just
before we sat down to eat our Cajun-styled fried
turkey – of which I reign over as the chief cook and
bottle washer in the Klee household on Thanksgiving
Day. I hope you enjoy it with my wishes for a
wonderful Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Day
celebration.
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Message from Sons of the American Legion

Greetings Legion family!

upcoming conventions, meetings, and
functions. We hope that all members
I am proud to report that your Sons of
of the SAL will take advantage of these
the American Legion are off to a quick
opportunities to learn and network – the
start this year supporting their memsuccess of our organization rests on our
bership goals and the programs of the
ability to train those who will lead us
American Legion. It is our hope to make into the future. Your work at the
this a record year for the Sons and the
Squadron levels lays the groundwork
American Legion with 100%
for that success.
membership for the State of Texas.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve
Commander Fleming, President Trahan, as your Detachment Commander this
and I have set a goal this year of putting year. I look forward to a great year
the fun back in the American Legion
and know that this can only be accomas we set about working the programs
plished with teamwork and dedication. I
and serving our veterans. After attendam at your service, for God and Country.
ing Madam President’s homecoming
this past weekend, I believe we are on
Bill Kuehner
the right track toward that goal. It was
wonderful evening and I extend a warm
thank you to Mrs. Trahan for the invitation. The three of us are determined to
work together as the American Legion
Family and we are off to a great start
already.
Providing the future leaders of the Sons
of the American Legion with leadership
skills and training is one of our main
objectives this year. With the success of
the American Legion training opportunities, we are developing a Leadership
Training curriculum to be addressed at
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The American Legion
Centennial Celebration
In 2018, The American Legion and the Department of Texas
will begin celebrating 100 years of service to veterans, military
personnel, families and communities. To honor the Legion’s
centennial, many events at the national, department and post
levels will occur starting at the 2018 National Convention in
Minneapolis and continuing throughout the 2019 convention in
Indianapolis.

Share your story
Once your post’s centennial committee has collected photos,
videos and print material related to its history, share it on the
Legion’s new Centennial Celebration web page.
To create a post history page, follow these seven steps:
1. Go to the Centennial Celebration web page,
www.legion.org/centennial
2. Register (in the upper-right hand of the page) to be

On the Department level we will begin with our 2018 Department Convention in the City of San Antonio, the site of our first
caucus, and concluded with our 2019 Department Convention in
the Dallas area, were our first convention was held.

an administrator. The administrator of a post’s page
allows him or her to monitor all content submitted to
the page before it appears to the general viewing public.
3. Click “Share Your Post History” located under
“History” on the left hand navigation column.

Planning for these celebratory events is currently underway
by the Legion’s 100th Anniversary Observance Committee at
the National and Department levels, but help is needed at the
post level to tell the larger story of The American Legion’s first
century.

4. Enter your department and post number.
5. Click “Yes, create post x.”
6. Complete the required fields needed to start; you only
need your post number, city and charter date. If you
don’t know when your post was chartered, put in an
estimated date until you find the answer; you can add/

All 13,000 Legion posts worldwide, whether chartered in 1919
or 2009, have histories and a legacies that have contributed
to the overall identity of The American Legion. Each post can
convey its legacy by sharing historical photos, videos and print
material on the Legion’s new Centennial Celebration web page:
www.legion.org/centennial
How to get started
Posts are encouraged to form centennial committees now, made
up of members who will collect historical artifacts and data on
the post. For example, the centennial committee may identify:
•
Who founded the post and when
•
Who the post was named after
•
Important dates in the history of the post
•
Families involved with the post for multiple generations
•
Notable members
•
Notable alumni from youth programs such as Boys
State, the Oratorical Contest or Legion Baseball
•
What makes the post special or unique
•
Great things the post has done for its community
If this information isn’t accessible from post archives or members, speak with the local library or media outlets (newspapers,
radio, TV) that have covered events about your post.

change information as you receive it.
7. Click “Save” when finished.

Once your post page is created, members — and those whose
lives have been touched by the post — can add historical photos,
timeline events (significant moments that helped build the chronology of your history) and upcoming events celebrating your
history and the Legion’s centennial.
And for step-by-step instructions on how to share your post’s
legacy and vision, download the Legion’s Centennial Celebration
Workbook and Legacy Vision Guide from the National website at
www.legion.org/centennial.
If your post does not have access to the technical tools or expertise needed to create a Centennial Celebration history page, the
workbook features paper forms of timeline events, photo galleries and upcoming events. The forms can be submitted to a third
party who is willing to create the web page and act as the post’s
administrator.
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Ninth Annual ALMAC Celebration in Mansfield Texas
ALMAC was established in 2005 by The American Legion Mansfield Texas Post 624. It stands for American
Legion Military Appreciation Celebration.
Post 624 Legion Family members
have been supporting deployed service members for the past nine years
by collecting items for care packages
and hosting fund raisers to send tens
of thousands of those packages overseas. Post members have volunteered
countless hours to ensure comfort
food, hygiene items, and even Christmas cards made by local elementary
school students would be placed in the
hands of service members in combat.
Our special guests for the event were
veterans from the Patriot House in
Fort Worth and the Isle at Watercrest
in Mansfield. These Veterans were
transported by a post provided bus
with American Legion Riders escort.
The Color Guard was from Mansfield Legacy High School JROTC program. On the same day Legacy High
School was hosting the area drill competition so they had to leave after opening the event. The Post Commander also had to leave early because Post 624 was one of the sponsors and responsible for the trophies.
The 8th annual ALMAC in 2012
shipped between 1,800 and 2,000
stockings to the troops and we are
expecting that amount and possibly
more will be shipped this year; I will
not have a real count until we complete the stocking stuffing on November the 2nd. The shipment last year
was handled by the Navy from FORT
WORTH JOINT RESERVE BASE and we
are working with them again this year.
Information provided by
Post 624 Commander William L. “Bill” Ray
Pictures and submission by
District 12 Historian Ken Cox
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Fort Worth Police Department East Division Safety Fair 2013
American Legion Post 516 joined many Fort Worth Police, Fire and other civic and government organizations in the East Division Safety Fair 2013.
The event conducted in the Eastchase Lowe’s parking lot provided kids I.D. cards, family safety and security information and the opportunity to visit
with representatives from many services provided in the community. Entertainment was provided by the “SWAT” robot (you had to be there), and a
great deal of information was shared with the many attendees.
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CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN PARTY
AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 490
Continuing the ongoing support for children in our
community, American Legion Post 490 hosted a Halloween
party on October 31st from 6 to 9 p.m.
When children arrived at the party, they were given a Trick
or Treat bag containing American Legion educational items
used in support of Children and Youth programs. Included
was a child’s book on the American Flag; a Geography
coloring and activities book; a book marker with the Pledge
of Allegiance; a number 2 pencil; and a ruler with the photos
and names of all of our American Presidents.
Vehicles were lined up in a controlled area outside the post
to allow children to do trick or treating in a safe area. Legion
family volunteers manned the vehicles and distributed candy
to the children. Volunteer police officers monitored the area
during this portion of the party.
The hall was filled with children of all ages and everyone was
enjoying watching the children play various games to include
musical chairs, fishing at the fish pond, or throwing bean
bags at the large pumpkin. Each child was given at least
one toy during the party. Toys were donated by the Family
Services Center at Ellington.
Children were given tickets for hot dogs, juice, water, popcorn, and cotton candy. When all was said and done
everyone at the party was fed.
The highlight of the evening was the costume contest. 128
children from the ages of 1-12 participated in the contest.
The contest was done by age groups: 1-4; 5-8; & 9-12.
A winner from each age group was selected as the scariest,
the most original, the cutest, and the most patriotic. In all
each of the 12 winners was given a $50 savings bonds.
Regardless of selections, the crowd thought all the
contestants were winners.
According to everyone the party was a huge success.
Supporting our children and the community gives our post a
great feeling of accomplishment.
This event, like all of our events, would not have been possible without the hard work of the Legion Family, friends of
the Legion such as the VFW, Submarine Vets, Family services
at Ellington, and the support we get from our neighborhoods
and the media such as The Southbelt Leader.
A big thank you goes out to all who made this party a great
evening for our kids.
Gil Hernandez
Public Relations Chair
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.
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Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us
The coin that honors all American Veterans
This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore

“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic…………..”

Who should own the Vetcoin?
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veterans from all branches of service, both men and women,
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases
and abroad ships around the world.

Perfect Memento
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events,
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served honorably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to
be passed down from generation to generation.

Giving Back
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin
will be used for scholarship awards to children and dependents of those veterans killed in action or permanently disabled.

About the coin
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and
joined together with a ribbon representing those who
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the
five Armed Services of the United States.

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com
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