Message from the Commander
Greetings,
November is one of my favorite
months of the year. It has always
been a busy month for me because of
the Marine Corps Birthday, Veterans
Day and Thanksgiving. But most of all
November’s weather in Houston is the
best.
Last month I attended the Department
Commanders Conference in Indianapolis.
It was very informative and well worth
the trip. My schedule was full from
morning to night and I found it interesting to network with the
other state commanders.
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submissions to
times@txlegion.org
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and it will appear in the
following issue

I was able to attend the 9th District Convention in League City
and the 4th District Convention in Plano. I always enjoy being
able to visit with Legionaries, Auxiliary members, Sons and
A. L. Riders on a one on one basis. Our Texas Legion Family is
awesome and I am proud to be a part of it.
Veterans Day is always a special day for American Legion
Family members. We all have traditions in our Posts and
communities that we keep annually. I am sure this year is no
exception.
Thanksgiving is a day for reflecting on our blessings whether
our families are near or far. Please remember our men and
women serving our great nation. Butch and I wish you a very
happy Thanksgiving.
For God and Country,
Lynn E. Sparks
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I know our Vice Commander is hitting hot and heavy on oratorical
this month . It is one of my very favorite of our programs and I
would encourage you all to consider the following:
HINT: Write a letter to the Editor of your local paper as Post
Commander and have a Post member do the same encouraging
schools and home school parents to look into this great program!
Throw out the fact that there is money at most levels and we
know we have the talent in Texas to win!
HINT: Talk to your Post members and see who knows the speech
teacher at your local school. Ask them to please submit an
oratorical contestant. They know the speech students and
debaters. Use our local talent!
Veteran’s Day is upon us and it is one of the most popular holidays
in our nation. Take time and take advantage of all the freebies in
our communities .
HINT: National chains are wonderful giving discounts but in
many local establishments, all you have to do is ask ans they will
give a discount! Kind of like our membership drive...just ask!
HINT: Take advantage of the positive press and media spin at
this time of year and and ask them to share your stories!
Post 521 in Pasadena started yet another Texas tradition with
their annual drill team competition. Outstanding young ROTC
cadets from a Charter School in Houston and Deer Park cadets
set the standard for the future. Commander Joseph Thomas and
his crew did a great job!
Post 491 in Lake Granbury is hosting an all-veterans meal for the
County courtesy of HEB. Way to go Commander Jack Sides and
team!
Gerry Hince
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement corresponding captions, and/or name of the
to share with the rest of the Department of
photographer if necessary.
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file You can help us greatly here by simply running
as the same name of the article, so we can
your spell check function in your word
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it processing program.
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if
you are just forwarding it to us.
• E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO William Blackshear Post 78 in Jasper for their outstanding newsletter… complete
color and an excellent vehicle for telling the Legion Family Story! Let’s continue to get the word out on
who we are and what we do! Remember we always have awards for publications , shows and broadcasts!
- Gerry Hince

Fred’s Focus

Message from the Vice Commander
The deadline for the 65% membership target date slipped past us on November 5th and we
were just 626 renewals or 1.0% short of achieving our target.
While this is a disappointment to all of us it is now time to turn our attention to the next target of
75% with a deadline of December 3, 2014. There are several items that will assure us a
successful membership year. Here are just a few:
• Promote the “Everyone Recruits One” slogan at each Post meeting, newsletter, everywhere.
This is a sure thing! “Just Ask!”
• TX345 Transfers are “low hanging fruit”, it just takes a little effort and initiative and the
transfers count immediately as a new member. Is your Post enrolled in mylegion.org? If not
ask your District Officers for help to get started and become active and familiar with how to
use the program to build your Post membership.
• Recruiting new members is an absolute must! We know we will lose about 15% of our
membership in each Post each year. So, we must recruit a minimum of 15% to just break
even. Does your Post have a Membership Committee and an Action Plan? What recruiting
events are being planned?
• Renewing current members is a rewarding experience and all it takes is a personal contact
to produce positive results.
• Reviving past members…not only will they welcome your contact they are also a valuable
insight into how you can improve a Post. Each District Commander has received a list of
“expired members” for each City in their District. Have you received a copy of this list for your
City?
• Mailing transmittal in a timely manner to ensure they reach Department Headquarters in
time to make the deadline. Our Constitution & By Law’s state that Posts must remit all
memberships to Department Headquarters within 30 of being received by the Post.
A successful membership year requires a team effort and there are many Legionnaires working
daily to help us achieve our goals. Membership is everyone’s responsibility and we appreciate
the help of all who contribute to this effort.
“Let’s Lead The Way”
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com

GET UPDATED!
More than 165,000 subscribers
now receive the American Legion’s

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER!
News • Features • Interviews • Photo Galleries
Exclusive Videos • Interactive Features • Reunions

YOU’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY!
Go to www.legion.org and click on “Get Updated!”

