
Message from the Commander

We often hear fellow Legionnaires state that 
“we must build programs to get membership.” 
Others say, “we have to increase membership 
to build strong programs.” The simple fact 
remains that membership and programs must 
operate in concert. Let’s do the programs, 
publicize our efforts in our communities, and 
actively recruit new members among those fellow 
veterans who recognize what we are doing.

You recently received a letter, put out on the 
hub, about transferring 345 members. National 
maintains that we will keep more 345 Legionnaires in the fold if we 
transfer them to a local Post. The statistics indicate differently. The latest 
statistics available reveals that 345 members who do not transfer renew 
with National at an 80% rate. The renewal rate for those who transfer to 
a local Post in 18%. It would indicate that we are ineffective in how we 
welcome and integrate new members into our local Posts.  Now everyone 
will tell you what you need to do, but really, you know what must be done.

Our efforts during Hurricane Harvey relief revealed an organization of 
men and women who made every effort to show Texas Pride and be 
Legion Strong. Perhaps we can work to ensure our organization is around 
for another 100 years to meet the needs of our comrades and our  
communities.

As you likely know, we can meet our National Membership Goal this 
year by simply retaining the members we have, and replacing those who 
transfer to Post Everlasting.  Surely, we can do that.

For God and Country,
John Hince
Department Commander 
2017-2018
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Chaplain’s Corner

Veterans Day and Thanksgiving occur in the same month – which 
makes a lot of sense to me. But first, a little bit of history.. 

Armistice Day was originally established in 1918 at the end of  WW I, 
“The War to end all wars.” The custom at the time was to hold a 1-2 
minute moment of silence at 11:00 am on November 11, when the 
armistice was signed, as a show of respect for the roughly 15-20  
million people who died in the war and those living who were left 
behind - generally understood to be wives, children and families who 
were deeply affected by the conflict. 

In the United States, instead of specifically honoring those who died in WW I, Armistice Day 
was renamed Veterans Day in 1954 and honors all American veterans living and dead. 

Thanksgiving, on the other hand, has been an annual tradition in the United States by 
presidential proclamation since 1863 and by state legislation since the history of our 
country. In 1941, federal legislation was enacted to celebrate it on the fourth Thursday in 
November – which sometimes falls on my birthday, but I digress.

The former holiday is a patriotic holiday, the latter is set aside as a day of gratitude. To my way 
of thinking, the two are inextricably intertwined. I’m not alone in thinking that way. 

This past July I had the honor of attending Boys Nation in Washington D.C. to bring the 
message at a memorial service held on the Marymount University campus. Seventeen-
year old Dalton Thompson, one of the delegates, prepared and presented the following 
invocation that I thought was quite suitable for Veterans Day.

“Lord, we give you thanks for this wonderful life and all the things we enjoy. We ask your 
blessings on the veterans of this great country, many of them who gave their lives that we 
might be free and enjoy this land of hope and opportunity. We pray for the safety of those 
who now serve – so many of them in obscure places around the world where fighting and 
strife are a part of the every day living.  As you protect them Lord, we also ask that you watch 
over their families as they wait at home for the safe and speedy return of their loved ones. 

“We are all so thankful for the opportunities of this week together here in our Nation’s  capital. 
We pray that as we share together, you will give us the wisdom to realize that the future of this 
country depends on how well we prepare ourselves today – and we pray for your direction and 
guidance as we prepare for tomorrow. Keeps us safe and in your hands as we share together 
Boys Nation. Amen.”

Yes indeed, Veterans Day and Thanksgiving go hand in hand, just ask any boy  who attended 
Boys State and those who later went on to Boys Nation!

Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2017-2018
www.texaschaplains.org
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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BIG BUSINESS + AMERICAN LEGION = SUCCESS

What does that mean at Post, District and Division levels? It 
is yet another opportunity for our membership to grow but it 
will mean coordination on all levels.

Think about this scenario – you work for General Electric- 
they already have an established group for veterans in their 
employee base because they hire so many of those who have 
served our nation in uniform. God bless all the businesses in 
our nation and our state who hire vets!

“Someone”….maybe your membership chair…decides to 
work with these working groups and they become a Post!  
Your local Post can work as mentors and it can be a win- 
win situation.

Visits in and around our Lone Star State have shown that 
there are  alot of companies that have hired big numbers of 
vets and encourage them to work on service projects etc. 
Use this tool and bring these folks into our Legion family to 
work our programs. They can wear their company shirt, our 
Legion cap and volunteer in our community! Everyone wins!

HINTS FROM HINCE: Work up a plan to find out what com-
panies (local, state and national) hire veterans and then 
ask them if they have a veteran group. Work with their HR 
department and everyone will come out on top.

If you have questions, contact our Vice Commander or me. 
He has the latest and greatest on membership AND yours 
truly remembers some of the recruiting and marketing 
education the Army gave me decades ago! As Don Toohey 
always says “just ask” and we will get new members. 

November is my favorite month. It starts with All Saints Day, 
which is a day off from school in New York, it has turkey day 
and it is the best time in the world to be a veteran!

Every year, the press and media coverage gets better in 
Texas and we Legion members need to really take advantage 
of the spotlight. In Bryan, our local paper does spotlights in 
individuals, our television station covers activities and our 
Legion members are in high demand as speakers.

Some of us are old enough to remember when it was not 
like this. Me thinks the Northeast left 11 Nov go unmarked 
during the entire 60’s and most of the 70’s. It is a changed 
atmosphere now and we are grateful. Love it when the grand-

kids ask us to speak at schools or the local restaurants give 
discounts just because they know we are vets!

HINTS FROM HINCE: Take full advantage of the positive 
atmosphere in the nation. Approach your local media and 
see how you can have a mutual admiration society.  

Touch base with schools, churches, Chambers of Commerce, 
service clubs and offer Legion speakers. Make Veterans Day 
2017 the best yet!

How many of you remember 1976 when our nation turned 
200 years old? How many of you remember 1969 when the 
American Legion turned 50? These “red letter days” are 
important to our nation and our organization.

The national organization and the State Legion both have 
committees working on the 100th Anniversary of the Legion. 
Celebrations are planned at conferences in 2018 and 2019 
at all levels. 

This will be the time to shine and to share our history and 
legacy. The time to market the Legion is NOW. Take full 
advantage as timing is everything.

HINTS FROM HINCE: Get items for the State time capsule 
to Susan Marty at Post 159 in Bryan. Make sure you have 
gotten information on your Post, if it is named after a WWI 
hero, to me NOW. Starting in January, we will be sharing 
this information but I will need to know how many we have 
involved!

Thanksgiving is one of those times when you want to be 
around special people eating special foods. No gifts to buy 
and wrap, no family trips to be made, no cards to write…
only good people and food.  You also must admit 
That Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade is the best yet!

Turkey Day 2017 will see the Hince family in San Antonio 
with Post 300 in San Antonio. This Post has a traditional 
family dinner hosting veterans from Brook Army Medical 
Center. A great big “thank you” to Commander AL Alford of 
District 20 and Commander James Decker of Post 300 and 
the Legion family for this annual effort.

HINTS FROM HINCE: Please let me know if your family is 
participating in holiday activities with veterans!

- Gerry Hince

HINTS from HINCE
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FunFest is the annual bash that the City of Royse City holds 
each year. The Royse City American Legion participated in 
Funfest and the post used it as an opportunity to raise 
money through their raffle and it also gave them the 
opportunity to speak to veterans about the American 
Legion. They want to thank everyone who came out and 
volunteered part of their day helping them. Matthew 
Dickson and his wife Jennifer, Tabatha Mueller, Donald 
Weitraub, and Christy Castleberry. We also saw other 
members of our post Jessica Masters, Fay West, John 
and Cindy Schwarzkopf.

The post sold all of their raffle tickets which raised 
nearly $400. Members of the post spoke to numerous 
veterans. They not only met prospective members but 
also member’s of the ghost post in Austin. The post 
did recruit two new members Lucas Logston and Kevin 
Gerhold.  In addition to the new members they found a 
veteran who was in need of assistance with a disability 
claim and provided him information that would assist 
him in getting his claim started.

All in all it was a great day for their post. They raised 
money from their raffle, talked to numerous veterans, 
had two new members join their post and assisted a 
veteran in need.

Royse City Post participates in Local Festival
submitted by Jason Castleberry

Jason Castleberry(Post Commander), Donald Weintraub(Judge Advocate) Christy Castleberry and Jason Castleberry

Jason Castleberry (Post Commander)
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The Post 379 Honor Guard’s primary mission is to represent The 
American Legion at all public, official and unofficial ceremonies 
within the Hurst, Euless, Bedford, Colleyville, Grapevine and 
Southlake city areas, and beyond when directed or requested. 
Ceremonies include presenting and posting the colors at civic 
events, presenting honors at the funerals of deceased service 
personnel and eligible family members, placing flags upon 
military graves during specified national holidays, frequently 
retiring the U.S. Flag, marching in parades, and participating 
in other local patriotic activities. Members of the Honor Guard 
comprise of Legionnaires discharged from four of the five armed 
services (Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines). An appointment to 
this highly selective unit is considered special duty. The Post 379 
Honor Guard is extremely busy participating in events throughout 
the community and it is exceedingly difficult for its members to 
hold any other primary office or committee within the post.

The Post 379 Honor Guard resurrected itself just over two short years 
ago after being dormant for several years prior. Since its revitalization, 
the Honor Guard has participated repeatedly in each type of event 
listed above, and they have competed in a department level drill and 
ceremony competition. On 08 November 2015, the Honor Guard had 
the distinction of presenting the colors during a Dallas Cowboy football 
game and on 28 September 2017, the Honor Guard presented the 
colors during the Texas Rangers baseball game. The Bedford City  
Police Chief presented an award to the Post Honor Guard on 05 
October 2017 for helping the Police Department start their very own 
Honor Guard. Their exemplary performance of duty is in keeping with 
the highest traditions of service, reflecting great credit upon their 
community, the Department of Texas and The American Legion.

Joseph Campbell
Post 379 Historian

Putting the ‘HONOR’ in Honor Guard

Presenting the colors at the Cowboys game along with the 1st 
Cavalry Division Band

Respectfully retiring and extra-large U.S. Flag

Bedford City Police Chief thanking the post for helping the PD 
start their Honor Guard

Presenting the colors at the Texas Rangers game
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Photo Sumbissions

9th Dist Adjutant met with Congressman 
Pete Olson of 22nd Congressional District 
of Texas.

Discussed new tax plans and veterans
issues facing Texas veterans.

Submitted by Bradley Stavinoha

American Legion Post 29 
Sherman, Texas

 
Commander Howard Day, checking 

in from Washington DC, attended the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
Memorial! 

Great event for our 
local hometown hero! — at Dwight D. 

Eisenhower Memorial, Washington, D.C.

Submitted by Larry Martin
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100th Anniversary Order Form
 

The American Legion is fast approaching our 100th Anniversary and 
the Department of Texas has several commemorative items available 

for purchase to mark this milestone!

Please see our order form on the previous page. 
Just fill out and mail to the Department Headquarters with your 

check or money order and we will send the items to you.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 
to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, sign into 
your normal Amazon account and then type in 
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search 
box when the prompt comes up. Amazon will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will 
result in a donation.

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. 

The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-
wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that 
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable 
organizations.

Please Note: Only purchases at smile.amazon.com – not at www.amazon.com or the mobile app – support any charities.
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HOMECOMING for our State Officers is Saturday 18 Nov in Bryan!  
Call 817 266-6893 for info.

NEF funds are available for Hurricane victims.  
Call State for Info.

http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.legion.org/renew


Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com

http://www.txlegion.org
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http://www.legion.org
http://www.benekeith.com/
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