Message from the Commander
Greetings to our American
Legion family.
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As we approach the
holiday season, I want to
wish every member a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. And
thanks to all who have
supported and continue to
support our veterans that
are in harms way. And the
families of those veterans
that are unable to be
together during this
wonderful season of joy
and happiness.
I thank all of you for your loyal support in membership
and American Legion programs. We have a target date of
75 percent by December 10th. Some of you have already
made it and I hope all of our districts can do like wise.
JAMES McNAIR
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER
“ RESULTS COUNT ”

The Legion Times
Volume 90, Issue 5
December 2008

A Positive Attitude is the Key to Success
Before you say, “I can’t,” make sure you’ve already tried.
Before you let doubts stop you, confront them with facts.

Executive Director
William West

Before reasons convince you it’s impossible,
pursue the one reason that makes it possible.

Editor
F.G. Adams

Before failure enters you mind, hide success in your heart.

Send all correspondence
and submissions to:
The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138 / F: 512.472.0603

Before fear holds you back, go forward with faith.

E-mail: times@txlegion.org
The Legion Times assumes no
responsibility for material
submitted and reserves the right to
edit any submissions.

Before problems interfere with your plans, use them to accomplish
your goals.
Before you hold back because you think others are better,
show them what a winner you are.
Before you settle for less, hold on to what is most important.
Before you believe there is no way, keep going and you’ll make one.
Before you give up, be at peace inside.

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every
month for inclusion in the following
month’s issue.
Subscription is included in the annual
American Legion, Department of Texas
dues. Contact the American Legion,
Department of Texas for extra copies,
or copies for non-legionnaires.

Before you go looking for happiness, make your own where you are.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the
American Legion Department of Texas
Member of:
American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.
Texas Press Association.

I extend to all of you God’s blessings during this Holiday Season!

The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the American
Legion, Department of Texas

Before you dismiss your dreams, wait until they’ve come true.

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

Dr. Charles W. Edwards, Jr.,
State Chaplain
The American Legion
Department of Texas
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New Legion “Flag & Emblem”
Catalog for 2009 Released
INDIANAPOLIS (Nov. 17, 2008) – The hot-off-the-press 2009
American Legion “Flag & Emblem” catalogs are in the mail to
departments and Legionnaires who purchased from Emblem
Sales within the last 3 years.
In additional to all the traditional merchandise, new offerings
for 2009 include “Thank You” coins for troops and veterans;
a KIA tack; plastic grave markers; Legion emblem flagpole
top; Legion Riders motorcycle bells; Boys State and Girls State
decals; patriotic t-shirts and polos; poppy program polos and
magnets, casual caps; ladies crossover ties and more.
Most catalog items are available for purchase online 24 hours
a day at www.emblem.legion.org. Additional copies of the
2009 catalog can be requested by calling the toll-free number
1-888-453-4466 during normal office hours.
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Message from the Auxiliary President
The American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas has begun the month of December with 72.04%
in membership, but we still need our American Legion support.
Just as before, our National Auxiliary is offering incentives to our American Legion family, to help us in
our membership drive. Still offered is the “recruit 3 lapel pin” to Legionnaires and Sons, (for every 3
new Auxiliary members they sign up). In addition, there are the “Recruit one”, or the “Recruit ten” (for
cash drawings) and “Post Assistance to Newly Chartered Unit Award”. Please look at the Auxiliary web
site www.alatexas.org and check out the membership link. It’s a win-win situation!
Since DEC in September, I have been very busy traveling. I attended VAMC tours at Bonham, Dallas
and Houston. Also in November, I attended a luncheon at MD Anderson, UT, where the Auxiliary gave
10 grants to research students. Our amazing Auxiliary members manage to donate and raise around
$50,000 each year for Cancer research in Texas. Then I attended a beautiful Veterans Day program in
Mineral Wells. It was truly amazing…….. Everywhere I went; Commanders McNair and Arellano were
there!
In the month of December our Auxiliary has Christmas gift shops at the VA hospitals. This is my
favorite part of traveling! Our Texas Auxiliary units buy and donate gifts to each hospital (some donate
money and our Reps go shopping). Hundreds of articles are then put on display, for each patient to
“go shopping” for their families. The patient picks out the gifts they want, the gifts are wrapped and
mailed per the instructions of the patient. At each VAMC that I visit, after the ribbon cutting, we assist the patients in choosing gifts and then wrap his/her gifts. It isn’t work……… it is fun! It really puts
one in the true spirit of Christmas. Some patients keep the gift in their room, and wait as their family
comes to visit.
This time of year is especially important that we remember our military and do what ever we can to
make his/her Christmas, away from home, a little brighter.
My “President’s special project “, ‘Serving our Veteran Warriors through the USO’ takes on a new
meaning this time of year.
I am sure a lot of you remember your own experiences with the
USO. Sometimes that is the closest to home that a lot of young
soldiers will get. We can do our part by “supporting” our TEXAS
USO’s. In Houston, San Antonio, El Paso, Ft. Hood, and especially
Dallas. As winter gets closer, greater is the chance there will
be another soldier stranded at the USO in Dallas- the USO will
meet ALL their needs….food, a hotel, etc. Make a donation to the
Texas USO this Christmas.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Mickie Prendergast, ALA Dept. President
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Message from the Department Secretary
November was one of the busiest months this year. The first Friday in November, Past
Department Chaplain Laurey Oxley and I met Past Department President Robbi Ruppert along
with Past Cancer Chairman Cathy Jackson and some members of Seguin Unit 245 in Luling.
We accompanied them to Houston to attend the annual Cancer Luncheon hosted by the
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences at M D Anderson Cancer Center. As you know the
ALA annually donates funds to M D Anderson. The money is given to graduate students of the
Biomedical Sciences. This year the Auxiliary donated $50,000 which was awarded as fellowships to 10 graduate students. At this luncheon we are given the opportunity to meet the
recipients and their advisors. It is always interesting to hear what the students are doing in
cancer research. The Auxiliary has been involved with M D Anderson since 1950-51. Since
1971 over $1.1 million has been donated by the Department of Texas; all through the efforts
of our units and members.
The Monday following the luncheon, we began packing for our move to the new headquarters
building The American Legion Department of Texas purchased. The movers had the boxes
delivered and we certainly filled them up. We were required to empty every file cabinet and
every desk so that the moving company personnel could easily handle the bulky items. We
had all the boxes packed and labeled to make it easier on the movers and ourselves as we had
to unpack everything we packed. (While we were packing, the walls were repainted and new
carpet was installed. It was so exciting to know that very soon we would be in our new
location!)
The movers came on the 17th to begin the daunting task of getting all our furniture and boxes
from the second floor using an elevator, loading up trucks, driving to the new location, then
unloading the trucks and taking everything to our new second floor location that has no
elevator.
The downstairs portion of our space will be devoted to the Cavalcade of Memories, meeting
space and storage. It will be a wonderful place for members to visit, with pictures and
memorabilia of past department presidents and past national presidents on display. This will
be ready for viewing during the dedication at Midwinter.
By December 1st, the phones were back on, the e-mail/Internet was up and the fax machine
was busy. We were glad to be unpacked and back in contact with the outside world again.
The agenda for the Midwinter Conference will be posted to our website sometime in
December. There will be informative sessions on Saturday. Our Southern Division National
Vice President will be our guest speaker on Sunday. Please encourage our members to attend.
An advance registration form will be posted to our website and mailed in our bimonthly
bulletin.
Please get in touch with us, if you have any questions or need information.
Merry Christmas to all.
Paula Raney
Department Secretary
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O p e ration Comfor t Warrior s: Meet the Challen g e
By American Legion National Commander David K.
Rehbein, American Legion Auxiliary National President Desiree´ A. Stoy, and Sons of the American
Legion National Commander Tommie Cisna
We need your help. Most importantly they need you.
They are our warriors, our guardians, our protectors.
They are liberators, peacekeepers and nation-builders. They are our neighbors, friends and family members. They are the men and women of the United
States Armed Forces. And now they are hurting.
The U.S. government does a good job providing for
the essential needs of the men and women recovering from war injuries in hospitals like Walter Reed,
Brooke Army Medical Center and Bethesda Naval
Medical Center, just to name a few. But what about
the so-called nonessentials, the items that don’t show
up as a budget-line on a government spreadsheet?
Nonessential comfort items such as loose-fitting
sweat suits that can cover a soldier’s healing body
without adding pressure to the burns he suffered
during an RPG attack in Ramadi? Or an I-Pod to help
drown out the tinnitus that has plagued the medic
ever since she drove too close to a roadside bomb in
Afghanistan? Or a gripping novel that provides a welcome distraction from PTSD?
In 2007, Past National Commander Paul Morin,
Auxiliary National President JoAnn Cronin and SAL
Commander Earl Ruttkofsky challenged The
American Legion family to raise $50,000 to purchase
comfort items for our wounded warriors at Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in Germany. Legion family
members and other caring Americans responded in a
big way. Thanks to their generosity, nearly $350,000
was raised and spent directly on the troops.
In fact, Operation Landstuhl was so successful that
we want to accomplish a similar endeavor at other
military and VA medical centers. We are calling on
you to once again help us meet our goal of raising
$50,000 by the holidays.
When the Red Cross notified The American Legion
that zip-up sweatsuits were in shortly supply at Walter
Reed, the Legion immediately ordered 100 sets. But

it’s just a drop in the bucket. We have been told there
is an even greater need for items at Fort Hood and
Fort Bragg. Consider that there are 67 other U.S.
military inpatient facilities and 1,369 VA inpatient
and outpatient centers, and you can grasp the
enormous need. Their size and needs, however, are
dwarfed by the obligation that America has to these
heroes.
The American Legion family is calling this effort
Operation Comfort Warriors. Contributing is effortless.
No trips to the post office or packaging of comfort
items are needed. We will handle all of that. You can
use your credit card to make an online donation at
www.legion.org/ocw or you can mail a check to Operation Comfort Warriors, PO Box 1055, Indianapolis,
IN 46206.
Administrative and promotional costs for Operation
Comfort Warriors will be paid by The American
Legion, so you can be sure that your entire donation
will go directly to the troops. Many centers are not
equipped to store large quantities of care packages,
so monetary donations are needed in order to
purchase items that are truly needed.
Shortly after the bombing of the Marine Corps barracks in Beirut, Gen. P.X. Kelley visited a severely
injured Marine in the hospital. Gen. Kelley said the
young Marine had “more tubes going in and out of his
body than I have ever seen in one body.” The injured
Marine could not see his Commandant very well. Gen.
Kelley recalled, ”He reached up and grabbed my four
stars, just to make sure I was who I said I was. He
held my hand with a firm grip. He was making signals,
and we realized he wanted to tell me something. We
put a pad of paper in his hand – and he wrote ‘
Semper Fi.’”
Semper Fi, or Semper Fidelis, is the Marine Corps
motto meaning “Always Faithful.” Well today’s wounded warriors in all service branches remain faithful.
Faithful to their country, their comrades in arms and
their loved ones back home. Operation Comfort Warrior will never be able to compensate these heroes for
their sacrifices. But it will show them that we care.
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Holiday Mail for Her oes
From the front lines to the home front, the American Red Cross provides service members,
their families and veterans with the care and assistance they need.
The Red Cross is partnering with Pitney Bowes this holiday season for the Holiday Mail for
Heroes campaign. For the second year in a row, we’re collecting holiday cards to distribute to
American service members, veterans and their families in the United States and around the
world. Pitney Bowes is generously donating technology, resources and postage to make this
holiday card program possible.
Our goal is to collect and distribute one million holiday cards to spread holiday cheer and facilitate thanks to these brave individuals and families.
Please send cards to this address, following the guidelines listed below:
Holiday Mail for Heroes
PO Box 5456
Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456
Card Guidelines
Please follow these guidelines when mailing a card to ensure that your card will quickly reach
service members, veterans and their families. Every card received will first be screened for
hazardous materials by Pitney Bowes and then reviewed by Red Cross volunteers working in
one of 16 sorting stations around the country.
• All cards must be postmarked no later than Wednesday, December 10, 2008. Cards
sent after this date will be returned to sender.
• Participants are encouraged to limit the number of cards they submit to 25 from any
one person or 50 from any one class or group. If you are mailing a larger quantity,
please bundle the cards and place them in large mailing envelopes. Each card does
not need its own envelope or postage.
• Please ensure that all cards are signed.
• Please use generic salutations such as “Dear Service Member.” Cards addressed to
specific individuals can not be delivered through this program.
• Please send cards as opposed to long letters which delay a quick review process.
• Please do not include email or home addresses on the cards, as the program is not
meant to foster pen pal relationships.
• Please do not include inserts of any kind, including photos, as these items will be re
moved during the reviewing process.
• All cards received may be used in program publicity efforts, including appearing in
broadcast, print or online mediums.

For complete details, please visit: http://www.redcross.org/email/saf/
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Texas American Legion License Plates
To All Texas Members of the American Legion Family:
You can now obtain American Legion License Plates in the state of Texas. These
plates are available to all Texas members of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons of the American Legion.
Go to the location where you purchase your license plates, (usually your County
Seat) and they will copy your membership card as part of the procedure for obtaining these plates. At that time your cost for these special plates (in addition to
whatever your usual amount) will be $30.00, $22.00 of which the Texas American
Legion Foundation will receive. Your plates will then be ordered and you can pick
them up in about three weeks.
If you have personalized plates you can keep the same number or letter(s) and it
will be put on the Legion Plates. Your personalized fees, in such an instance, would
remain the same plus the $30.00 for the American Legion plates.
The money received by the Texas American Legion Foundation through this program will be used for the currently supported scholarship programs. These include
the Oratorical Contest Scholarship (on the U.S. Constitution), the Junior Shooting
Scholarship, the Eagle Scout Scholarship, the Cindy Mae Girls State Scholarship,
the Baseball Scholarship, the Boys State Senior Counselor Scholarship, and several
other scholarships.
Texas American Legion License Plates are a good promotion of the American
Legion Family. Thank you for your participation in this program so we (the Texas
American Legion family) can
continue our good work through
so many of our scholarship programs which help our youth of
today and leaders of the future.
For God and Country,
Ronald Cherry ~ President
Texas American Legion
Development Foundation
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American Legion Post 430, Unit 430

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

Odessa,Patriot Guard,VFW Post 4372 and Auxiliary joined
others in West Texas and Eastern New Mexico to raise
funds to send World War ll Veterans to Washington DC to
see the World War ll Memorial.

Almost Four Decades of Partnership
for a Healthy America

The flight titled World War ll Freedom Fighters carried 60
World War ll Veterans and 38 other people to aid them to
Washington DC on October 18th. Upon arrival at Dulles
International Airport they were honored by a water cannon
salute.They were taken by bus to the to the National Mall
where they were greeted by past United States Senator
Robert (Bob) Dole.
The group spent about four hours at the World War ll Memorial and got a bus tour of the other memorials on the
Mall. Also a bus tour by the Iwo Jima Statue and Arlington
Cemetery.
The group was welcomed back to the Midland-Odessa
Airport by the Patriot Guard with a walk way lined with
United States Flags.

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust
affordable insurance plans and superior service
call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com
15700
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