Message from the Commander

November is a special time of the year when
we not only give thanks for the many blessings
that we have received throughout the year, but
also a time to cherish the freedom that all of
us have because of the veterans who have
given so much. We take time to honor them
for their service to this country on Veterans
Day, November 11th for they have earned it
through their sacrifices and their families

CONTENTS

sacrifices. I attended the Veterans Day
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At the beginning of the month, I visited the VAMC-Houston and toured the various areas
in the hospital, one of which was the PTSD/TBI clinic. The person in charge of the clinic
explained the enrollment process for those veterans who have experienced traumatic
events from operation OIF/OEF. Also, I attended the Cancer Research Luncheon at
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M. D. Anderson and was impressed with the 12 graduate students in biomedical science
working on their Ph.D.’s. I had the opportunity to visit with a student whose project is
to find a way to alter genes (gene therapy) in the body to cure certain cancers such as
leukemia and lymphoma. What brilliant minds at work and future scientists in the
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field of medicine.
I want to thank everyone who attended the Joint Homecoming at Post 521. It was good
to see so many people there from around the State. The hospitality, decorations, and
the food was excellent along with the chorale group from San Jacinto College. Everyone
had a good time and all of the gifts and cards received are greatly appreciated.
(continued, p.2)
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As we round out the month of November, I and the Auxiliary President along with 2nd.
Division Commander J.D. Davis participated in the 22nd. District membership tour.
13 posts were included in the tour and over 100 memberships were turned in.
Department has until December 8th to make the National goal of 75%. Currently
Department is at 71.5% which means we need approximately 2500 members to reach
goal. It can be done and everyone needs to work membership through these holiday
weeks ahead.
The first week in December will take me to the Dallas VAMC. The following week the
Board of Trustees and Long Range Planning Committee will be meeting to prepare for
the Mid-Winter DEC.
As we close out the month of December, Janis and I wish each and everyone of you
a very joyous holiday season. May you rejoice in all of the joys that the season brings.
Drive safe and see you in the New Year.
For God and Country
Kenneth Mueller
Department Commander
“A New Generation Moving Forward”
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Message from the Auxiliary President
Hello Legionnaires!
We began the month of November with the Houston VAMC Tour, where we learned more about what was being
done for our OEF/OIF veterans, those who served in Afghanistan and Iraq. It was very interesting.
Immediately following the Houston VAMC Tour, we attended our annual Cancer Research luncheon, which
was sponsored by The University of Texas Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences at Houston. The Auxiliary
has always known what an awesome program we have, but it was an eye-opener for Department Commander
Ken Mueller. He said, and I quote, “Meeting the young students in Cancer Research at MD Anderson was even
more of an experience than anyone could expect. They are brilliant minds that are the future in developing
cures for various cancers as we know today.” Thirteen graduate students specializing in cancer research were
each awarded a $5,000 fellowship to help them achieve their doctorate degrees.
We celebrated Veteran’s Day in Bonham and in Mineral Wells. The Veteran’s Day program in Bonham was
sponsored by the VA North Texas Health Care System. Highlights featured a parachute jump by Dana
Bowman, a double amputee and former member of the U.S. Army’s elite parachute team, the Golden Knights.
Sergeant First Class, Army (retired) Dana Bowman, the keynote speaker, spoke to over a thousand school
children, teachers and parents about overcoming adversity, mastering change, and reaching ones dreams.
Various veterans service organizations received special recognition, including the American Legion Auxiliary.
The Veteran’s Day program in Mineral Wells was sponsored by Mineral Wells ISD and the Mineral Wells
American Legion Family. Students from Mineral Wells elementary schools, junior high school, and high school
choir and drill team all participated in the event. It was a wonderful program with thousands of school
children and veterans service organizations participating, including the American Legion Family.
The American Legion Commander Ken Mueller, Sons of The American Legion Commander Gary Paul and I had
a wonderful Homecoming in Pasadena. We sincerely thank all who were able to attend, and thoroughly
enjoyed our visit with everyone.
Our next VAMC Tour will be in Dallas on December 3, and San Antonio and Kerrville on January 7. If possible,
please plan to attend.
Christmas Gift Shops/Parties will begin on December 1 and end on
December 13. I encourage you all to assist the ALA as they work the Gift
Shops and Parties. We find it very heartwarming, and you will, too.
The next two months will be full of events with the VAMC Tours, Christmas
Gift Shops/Parties for our veterans, and the Mid-Winter Conference in
January. I look forward to seeing you soon.
Warm wishes to each and every one of you for a happy holiday season
and the best in the new year.
For God and Country,
Diana King
Department President
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“WHAT ARE YOU, SHE ASKED”
“What are you, she asked”
A young girl standing against the wall at the side of the room where we were presenting a program
asks, “What are you”? Confused, I knelt down to see her eye-to-eye, “What do you mean”?
“The hat,” she replied.
“Ah, the hat, well this hat represents many things to me,
I was able to attend school, played in the yard, went to places with my family freely
without worry of harm.
Then I grew a bit older and I went to school to learn a career and became a tax payer, and I voted for
whom I wanted to lead my country. I became an important part of my community again without worry
and concern of harm to my family & me.
Still I grew a bit older, wiser, and more inquisitive. I graduated school, and found myself in front of our
United States flag with my right arm raised taking an oath with my fellow comrades to honor,
protect, and keep from harm & fear those like yourself by becoming a member of the armed forces.
The same uniforms that defended those I loved and allowed me to be free from harm or worry. I was
now a member of those that felt the pride, honor and respect for my country, flag, and government.
All under the hands and guidance of a higher power.”
In later years I married and again felt the honor, pride and love for my country when I was handed the
flag we so proudly call “old glory” at the funerals of my husbands as they were presented by the
uniformed soldiers on behalf of a grateful nation.
Today, I wear this cover (hat as you call it) as a symbol of my life of freedom, my honor, love for our
country, and the red/white/blue, in remembrance of my fellow veterans, families, and orphans that
have gone before me to show respect for our country, our flag and our freedoms.”
“To answer your question dear,
I am a proud American Legionnaire”
Linda M. Reed
American Legion Post 281
Gladewater, TX
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Veterans Day in Fort Worth Texas - ”Honoring America’s Citizen Soldiers”
The Tarrant County Veterans Council is proud to host the annual Veterans Day Parade every year in downtown Fort Worth, Texas.
Pictured below are the local district and Auxiliary leaders from the two largest veterans’ organizations and the Mayor of Fort Worth prior
to joining many other dignitaries and military leaders on the reviewing stand.
This years Grand Marshal is Col. John Conoley, Texas Air National Guard 136 Air Wing vice Commander. This wing has deployed over
500 volunteers to Iraq and Afghanistan this year alone and the guard and reserves have over 90 thousand Citizen Soldiers currently on
active duty.
Following a fly-over and opening the parade began with the All Service Color Guard, two military formations, a band and dozens of
Legion Riders led by The American Legion Texas Division One Commander Sonny Starr.
The parade included ten school bands, over 40 ROTC & junior ROTC units, more than 25 civic and veteran organization floats, many
restored military vehicles, antique cars, fire trucks, area police cars and much more. Although not a school or local holiday the streets
were lined with energetic and patriotic spectators.
Pictures of the entire parade can be viewed at www.post516.net/scrapbook.html
Submitted by Ken Cox, American Legion District 12 Hubmaster
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Veterans Day Flag Retirement Ceremony
American Legion Post 516, November 11, 2010
Following another inspiring Veterans Day parade and afternoon patriotic activities in Fort Worth Texas, Post 516 honored our
Veterans and our flag at their annual sundown service.

Sir Anthony Bass in his Australian uniform with Black Watch kilt
carried the “all services” flag with “Renegade Nation” posting the
colors as the Star Spangled Banner played.
Opening ceremonies ended with Master of Ceremonies David Fenn
remembering our POW/MIA’s and recognition of the sacrifices of
veterans and their families and achievements of prominent
veterans.
A formation of fifteen veterans including male, female, active,
reserve and guard from WWII through the current Gulf War
assembled. Autumn Swank, the granddaughter of a Vietnam
Veteran presented a warn flag to veteran Bruce Cummings who
offered it to the flame with a salute as Taps were played.
The official ceremony concluded as more veterans followed with
flags presented to them by members of the American Legion
Auxiliary.
A long line of guests remained to honor many more flags with
dignified destruction.

- Post 516 Historian www.post516.org
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