
From the Bridge

I bring you greetings from the Department 
of Texas. We are now in the last month of 
2013 – how time flies. November was not 
as hectic as the first four months, but still 
kept fairly busy. I attended the Houston 
VAMC visit on 1 Nov, picked up Past Na-
tional Commander Koutz & his wife, Vicki 
at DWF on 2 Nov and took them to dinner 
that evening. On Sunday 11/3 I picked 
them up and took them to the Cowboys 
game, which was the first football game 
I have ever attended, and what an experi-
ence. While PNC Koutz & his wife were 
in Jerry Jones suite, I was in a 18 person 
suite on the Star Level, along with 10 
WWII & Korean vets, and 12th District Commander Joe Page. What a view!! 
The food & non-alcoholic beverages were plentiful right up until we left. I had 
to go down to the field during the second quarter to assist the PNC in re-pre-
senting the award to the Cowboys’ Cheerleaders, that were previously present-
ed at the National Convention in Houston. The other vets were also taken down 
to the field as they were in the half-time program. The Cheerleader’s manager 
took me back up to the suite after the award presentations and stayed there 
through the half-time program and left shortly before the vets got back.

The next weekend was my Homecoming event, held at the Quality Inn in Sher-
man. It was well attended, with 94 or so attendees, which made the banquet 
room nearly at capacity. My brother, John, from Sturgis, SD flew down for the 
event and Alice had 15 family members in attendance. Department Chaplain 
Harvey Klee gave the opening and closing prayers, in his always good flair. 
Alice’s great-neice, Alyssa Bull (6 years old), led us in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and our daughter-in-law, Cindy Bell, sang the National Anthem. We then ate 
a catered Bar-B-Q dinner, by Bucksnort Bar B Q out of Van Alstyne. Sherman 
Post 29 Commander Mary Brice introduced the family members, Department 
Membership & Post Activities Chairman Mark Thomson introduced the Legion-
naires and 4th District President Nancy K. Thomson introduced the Auxiliary 
members, all of whom did excellent jobs. There were short remarks by 2nd 
Division Commander Bryan Coleman, Alternate National Executive Committee-
man Butch Sparks, David Bell and Rapid City, SD, ALR Director John Fleming. 
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I made a few remarks and the Alice did the same, the first time 
she has ever done so in a large gathering, and did an excellent job. 
There were some gifts that some folks had brought and then Mark 
closed the event for a Karaoke session by “Dock” out of Anna. It 
seemed like everyone had a good time.

Tim Hickman and I left after my post meeting on 19 November, for 
Houston where we were going to attend Houston (Harrisburg) Post 
472 Commander Ben Saenz’ funeral. Legionnaire Saenz was a 
member of our National Color Guard Champion Team. It was very 
well attended, including two past Department Commanders, Butch 
Sparks and Lupi Garza, in attendance. I got back up to Anna in 
time for my Rotary Club’s weekly meeting, which I have missed for 
the past six weeks.

If you would care to know where I have been throughout this year 
you can find out by going to facebook and typing in “Texas State 
Commander” and hit like. I try and keep it up to date, but some-
times it takes me two or three days to catch up. Space is too  
limited in this newsletter in include everyplace I travel and  
everything that happens. 

Got a scare on 19 November when the National Membership 
Standings came out and showed Texas as in 51st place. It didn’t 
make much sense as we have exceeded our target date quotas 
every month. When the 22 November report came in we were at 
33rd place, at 72.618% which made me feel much better. As of 
that report we need 1580 members to achieve our December goal 
of 75%. As our goal is about 6000 higher than last years’, we all 
have to work a little harder to make the grade. I’m confident that 
we are still on track to achieve our assigned task. 

Alice and I would like to wish you and yours a very  
Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2014.

Yours in Service, For God and Country

Jim Fleming
State Commander
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file 
as the same name of the article, so we can 
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it 
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 

corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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When I was a child, the holiday season meant 
one thing. It meant pure fun, good eating and 
free gifts! It meant a visit to my grandparents 
house – and more gifts. Then on to visit with my 
uncles and aunts – and more gifts. Then – well, 
you get the idea. 

With no stress involved in Christmastime, it was 
something that I looked forward to all year long. 
I loved the time that I was able to spend with my 
family and friends, the great food – especially 
when  it came to desert, and just the general 
warmth and happiness that seemed to float 
around everyone during that time of year.

Mom and dad would wake us up when it was 
time to go to mid-night mass to celebrate  
Christmas – then home to bed only to wake up 
early to open our Christmas presents around a 
beautifully decorated Christmas tree.

Of course, I can remember my parents being a 
little stressed out during the holidays as a kid, 
and I often wondered why.

Then I grew up and had kids of my own, and I 
know WHY now. It’s much harder to focus on that 
pure joy and happiness with so many other things 
to think about and worry about.

That said, we need to remind ourselves that we 
should count our blessings and share those  
blessings with others, and about this time of year 
with the holiday season upon us, it is a timely 
message indeed..

With so much sadness and tragedy in the news – 
not only recently but for what seems like  
decades, it is so important to take a personal 
inventory and truly realize how blessed we are to 
have our families to cherish for one more holiday 

season. You never know when a person will be 
taken, and it’s best to live each day as fully as 
possible, and with as much of that pure holiday 
joy as possible.

I pray you will all have a wonderful holiday, and 
I hope you can focus on how much your bless-
ings really do count. “Our greatest blessing is to 
see others blessed.’”One way we can do this is 
to pause, list our blessings, and share them with 
others. 

We can also write cards, letters, emails, and 
prayer messages of appreciation to those serving 
or have served in the Armed Forces of the United 
States – whether they be at home, abroad, in  
hospitals, nursing homes or home bound. A visit 
to those veterans or even a telephone call can 
bring them the joy of Christmas-time and the 
prayerful wish for “Peace on earth, goodwill  
towards men” everywhere.

For the New Year, I pray for a few friends who 
understand me and remain my friends; a work to 
do which has real value, without which the world 
would be the poorer; a mind unafraid to travel, 
even though the trail be not blazed; an under-
standing heart; a sense of humor; time for quiet, 
silent meditation; a feeling of the presence of 
God; and the patience to wait for the coming of 
these things, with the wisdom to recognize them 
when they come. Amen.

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2013-2014
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplains Corner



5

The El Paso Area American Legion Family 
presented the William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center Fisher House with a check 
for $2,768.00 which represents the pro-
ceeds from the group’s 4th annual Bowl-A-
Thon held in September at Bowl El Paso. 
Present to accept the check were Col. 
Michael S. Heimall, WBAMC commander 
and Harry Hicks, manager of the WBAMC 
Fisher House. 

In presenting the check, 16th Disctrict 
American Legion West Zone commander 
David Crozier, explained the catalysts 
behind the El Paso Area American Legion 
Family’s efforts to raise funds for Fisher 
House.

“We have in the American Legion four 
pillars that make up the foundation of the 
American Legion. They are Veterans Af-
fairs and Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism and Children and Youth,” Crozier said. “What we are doing here today fulfills 
our duty to one of those pillars and that is taking care of veterans and we believe this is one great way to do that by raising funds for 
Fisher House.”

Upon accepting the check, Col. Heimall thanked the Legion Family members present for not only the donation, but for all they do as 
veterans and family members in support of the community.

“I want to thank you for the support that you give to the Fisher House. It is very important for what we do of not only taking care of 
servicemembers and their families, but also for taking care of veterans as well. I know El Paso doesn’t have a VA medical center, 
but we at William Beaumont are very proud to have fill that role for the veterans of the El Paso community,” Heimall said. “We have 
people [come from all around] to get care and they are able to use this house. So thank you for your support.”

The El Paso Area American Legion Family is comprised of eight American Legion Posts from Anthony, Texas to Horizon City, with El 
Paso in between and consists of the Legionnaires at those posts along with the Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion and 
American Legion Riders. Each year they sponsor a bowl-a-thon to raise funds for charitable causes and since its inception four years 
ago have raised more than $14,000 to support the community. At this year’s event, more than 100 bowlers took to the lanes of 
Bowl El Paso to support the cause. 

The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization devoted to mutual 
helpfulness. It is the nation’s largest wartime veterans service organization, committed to mentoring youth and sponsorship of 
wholesome programs in our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting strong national security, and continued devo-
tion to our fellow servicemembers and veterans. The American Legion’s success depends entirely on active membership, participa-
tion and volunteerism. The organization belongs to the people it serves and the communities in which it thrives.

Cutline: Check.jpg - The El Paso Area American Legion Family presented the William Beaumont Army Medical Center Fisher House 
with a check for $2,768.00 which represents the proceeds from the group’s 4th annual Bowl-A-Thon held in September at Bowl El 
Paso. Accepting the check is Col. Michael S. Heimall, WBAMC commander and Harry Hicks (center), manager of the WBAMC Fisher 
House.

El Paso Area American Legion Family Raises Funds for Fisher House
By David Crozier, American Legion 16th District West Zone Commander
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The annual Uvalde, County, Texas, Veterans Day memorial program hosted by American Legion Post 26 and master of ceremonies Judge Bill  
Mitchell was a resounding success, with approximately 300 guest and participants.

The opening prayer was given by Sharon Hubble from the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

The Uvalde High School NJROTC posted the Colors to open the 
service.

Opening remarks and welcome was presented by Retired Navy 
Cdr. Wesley Kramer, Commander of American Legion Post 26 
Uvalde.

Judge Bill Mitchell made remarks about the dedication of the 
Veterans Memorial Wall and recognized Anna Rivera of American 
Legion Post 479 Auxiliary who was instrumental in the planning 
and building of the wall.

Patriotic Music was provided by the Uvalde Junior High School 
Choir under the direction of Karen McCarty, Choir Director. Ameri-
can Legion Post 26 members presented the Armed Forces service 
flags.

Jim Jackson Minister of Music from the First Baptist Church, 
Uvalde sang the National Anthem, followed by the audience recit-
ing the Pledge of Allegiance led by Betty Lawrence, Regent of the 
Local DAR.

The keynote speaker was Major General Charles Rodriguez, vice president of Strategic Initiatives and Military Affairs at Texas A&M University in 
San Antonio, who delivered a outstanding speech concerning the importance of listening to, understanding and assisting all veterans the commu-
nity and contribute to the future goals.

American Legion Post 479 Auxiliary presented the Uvalde, County 
Veterans Memorial Wall that includes names imprinted on special 
bricks of veterans past and present from Uvalde, County area. The 
memorial wall has been a great accomplishment. Veterans and 
the local community are grateful to Post 479 Auxiliary for their 
dedication, accomplishment and untiring devotion to all veterans.

In closing the ceremony, Judge Bill Mitchell, presented a plaque 
to the family of Victoria G. Zamarripa. She was a former Uvaldean 
and member of the U.S. Air Force for her distinguished medical 
and military career, retiring with the rank of Colonel.

At sundown, the Girls Scouts of America, Uvalde branch hosted the 
American Flag Retirement ceremony with, the local Boy Scouts 
and American Legion Post 26 and Uvalde County and city employ-
ees assisting.

The service was very respectful and was in keeping with the high-
est standards and traditions of the Girl Scouts and the American 
Legion.

Thank you, to everyone for a job well done.

By: Ray Mahon, Hub Master American Legion Post 26, Uvalde, Tx.

Veterans Day Program Uvalde, Texas 
American Legion Post 26

Photo Credit: Craig Garnett|Uvalde Leader-News

Photo Credit: Post 26
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The American Legion Auxiliary “Rosie the Riveter” is well represented in the Veterans Day Parade.

The 2013 Tarrant County Veterans 
Day Parade enjoyed great weather as 
the participants greeted the crowds 
along the route through downtown Fort 
Worth. Although Veterans Day, Novem-
ber 11th is not a holiday in Fort Worth 
or Texas, businesses along the route 
always welcome the chance to honor 
our present and future Veterans. 

Opening ceremonies in the new  
Sundance Square included the  
Proclaim Liberty traveling Liberty Bell, 
Sons of the American Revolution Color 
Guard, North Texas Honor Guard,  
Marine Corps League Honor Guard  
Bugler and a Scottish American Mili-
tary Society Piper. Fort Worth Mayor 
Betsy Price read the Veterans Day 
Proclamation and then joined the 2013 
Grand Marshal, Naval Air Station Fort 
Worth Commander, five additional city 
mayors and many civic, business and 
government dignitaries on the  
reviewing stand.

Passing in review were JROTC cadets from 20 schools in the Fort Worth, Keller, Mansfield, Crowley, and Burleson Independent School Districts 
Corps of Cadets, numbering over 2000 High School cadets from 20 schools. The FWISD Junior Cadet Corps, comprising cadets from 15 middle 
schools are also part of the parade formation. This cadet organization numbers over 2000 cadets and is an integral part of the JROTC program in 
FWISD.

The parade included 7 school bands, vehicles 
and floats from 20 Veteran and 15 Civic Organi-
zations, members from all the military services 
including Air and Army National Guard, State 
Senator Wendy Davis and several assorted  
vehicles and walkers supporting our Veterans. 
The parade also included 20 Restored or 
current Military Vehicles, 14 Police and Fire 
vehicles and over 50 motorcycles from 6  
Motorcycle Associations including many Patriot 
Guard Riders.

See the parade at  
http://www.tcvc.us/2013parade/

District 12, Tarrant County Veterans Day Parade
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Last night we cut the cake for our 93rd birthday, had a great turn out. for those that couldn’t attend, here is what happened, with a 
few pictures, for those that did attend, I added the speech I forgot to give last night, (the slightly changed version since this is the 
copy I sent to the MNM).

On Friday, 15 November 2013 the Smiley~Summers Post 
267 turned 93.

On March 15th 1919 Members of the American Expeditionary 
Force convene in Paris France for the first American Legion 
caucus.

On 8 May 1919 in St. Louis. “The American Legion” is adopted 
as the organization’s official name, and the Legion’s draft 
preamble and constitution are approved.

On 16 September 1919 The American Legion was chartered 
by Congress.

Then on November 15th 1920 Veterans of Marshall TX 
applied for a charter in The American Legion and the 
Smiley~Summers American Legion Post 267 was formed.

Our post is named after Bonnie Summers who died in WWI 
and Joseph Smiley who was lost at sea aboard the USS Cyclops in the Bermuda Triangle.

The American Legion has a mission to Our Country, Veterans, Youth and Community. Our post has served the Nation and community 
now for 93 years, and We call upon all members of this post to increase our membership. As we grow older we need t new genera-
tion to carry out our mission. We as all those that have served our Country to step up and continue to serve by joining The American 
Legion so we can continue our work and expand our programs to help even more.

As we cut this cake tonight we are reminded of our past. It is up to us to make our future. Remember our motto, “Still serving  
America”, and all it stands for, be it as we assist on a national level, or down to us just helping out the homeless Veteran down the 
street, everything we do is important to someone at some level. We continue to serve, as a family we are strong and we can do  
anything. It is up to us to exceed our accomplishments of the past by doing bigger and better things. Keep one eye on our goals and 
the other on the future.

Here is to another 93 years of the Smiley~Summers American Legion Post 267, as we honor the Past, the Present, and the Future.

(from the ceremony):
 
We as Veterans pause on this day to observe the founding of our post by sharing a cake. A bayonet is used to cut the cake as a  
reminder that we are a band of warriors, committed to carrying the bayonet , so that our Nation may live in peace.

The first piece of cake is cut by the Post Commander Bobby Moore and presented to the oldest Legionnaire present, signifying the 
honor and respect according to experience and seniority. The oldest Legionnaire this evening is Johnny Bush who was born in 1934 
and served in the Air Force from 1956 to 1981.

Symbolically, the eldest Legionnaire present passes a piece of cake to the youngest Legionnaire present. Just as for 93 years our  
experienced Legionnaires have nurtured and led young Legionnaires that will fill our ranks and renew our Legion. The Youngest  
Legionnaire present this evening is Randall Saxton who was born in 1960 and served in the Army from 1981 to 1989.

Smiley~Summers Post 267 Turns 93



The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.

The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.

Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.

The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.

Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177 © 2011 AGIA

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST



Reverse Side Front Side(s) 

Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us 
The coin that honors all American Veterans 

This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore 
“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 

enemies, foreign and domestic…………..” 

Who should own the Vetcoin? 
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veter-
ans from all branches of service, both men and women, 
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases 
and abroad ships around the world. 
 

Perfect Memento 
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events, 
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served hon-
orably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to 
be passed down from generation to generation. 

Giving Back 
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin 
will be used for scholarship awards to children and de-
pendents of those veterans killed in action or permanent-
ly disabled.  
 
 

About the coin 
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a 
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and 
joined together with a ribbon representing those who 
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the 
five Armed Services of the United States. 

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense 

Army Navy 

Marine Corps Air Force 



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid

INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.
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The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The 

Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits 
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our 

members needs while being the only such program to 
benefit our Department. 

 
For more information on the products and services 

provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 
 

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218 

 
Or visit us on the web at: 
www.theLIT.com 


