Message from the Commander
Greetings,
November was a very busy and rewarding month.
On the 6th I was able to attend the Veterans Day
Program at USAA headquarters in San Antonio.
It was quite impressive and I am glad I was
able to put it on my schedule. Our Department
President, Donna Miller, had her homecoming on
November the 8th at La Feria Post 439. Everyone
attending enjoyed themselves and the meal was
wonderful. Veterans Day I was the speaker at the
program put on by the school district of Mineral
Wells in conjunction with Post 75. They have had
this program every Veterans Day for the past 32
years. It has been tradition that the Department
of Texas Commander attend this function. It was an honor for me to attend
and the children’s performances were outstanding as usual.
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My homecoming was on November 22nd. The weather was a bit rough and
some of our members were not able to attend. However, it was a wonderful
night and I appreciate everyone for braving the storms to wish me well. I was
pleased that my eldest son, Walter and his wife, Nicole came in from Magnolia,
Arkansas to spend the week-end with us as well.
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This month will also be Post Oratorical contests. I sincerely hope that most of
the Posts in our state will participate in this outstanding program.
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As you are attending the various Christmas parties and preparing your home
for this joyous season please take a moment to reflect on our young troops in
harm’s way and say a prayer for their safety.
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I hope all of you enjoyed your Thanksgiving. It is such a wonderful time of year.
Now everyone is gearing up for the Christmas Holidays. Here in Houston the
Auxiliary is setting up for the Christmas Store at the VA Hospital ribbon cutting
on December 1st.
Many of our Posts will be having Pearl Harbor remembrances. We also have
Wreaths Across America at the VA Cemeteries throughout the state.

Both Butch and I wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
For God and Country,
Lynn Sparks
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The holiday season starts early in the Hince house….like on 1 Nov! As All
Saints Day rolls in, I start getting my Christmas spirit going…but no; we do
not put anything up until after Thanksgiving weekend!
As veterans, we see an increase in love and appreciation for those who
serve or have served starting on 11 November. A Past Commander had
the slogan “Every day is Veteran’s Day.” In Texas, I believe that is true. I
am challenging our Legion family to make the holiday season the start of
making that slogan come true…let’s use the holidays to brand and message the American Legion!
Service Clubs and Churches bang at our doors in December to help
deployed troops or their families and veterans without local families. Let’s
take them up on their offers and help them help us take care of vets and
their loved ones.
HINT: Encourage them to not only do Christmas cheer but pick another
time of year to celebrate those who serve (or who have served.)It could be
a date special to their group or maybe Ground Hog Day, St. Patrick’s Day,
Valentine’s Day.
Our Legion family does wonderful jobs visiting our veterans in the nursing
homes and hospitals during the holiday season. Our hospital store,
presents and programs are big hits.
HINT: Follow-up with local clinics and see if they can use some Christmas
music or healthy treats.

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every
month for inclusion in the following
month’s issue.
Subscription is included in the annual
American Legion, Department of Texas
dues. Contact the American Legion,
Department of Texas for extra copies,
or copies for non-legionnaires.

Follow-up with members of the greatest generation and record their
stories of holidays “abroad!” This will serve as Post history but also great
bonding moments.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the
American Legion Department of Texas
Member of:
American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.
Texas Press Association.

HINT: Do a fund drive for NEF, Legacy fund, OCW. Allow people to have
one last go at a tax write off! (Aren’t we just so kind!)

The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the American
Legion, Department of Texas

God bless

Consider a movie night with that old Bing Crosby special…no one sings
White Christmas like he did and families still love watching it as one.
Numerous legion Programs call out for participation during the holidays.
People open their pocket books and their hearts.

Pray for me this holiday season, I will pray for you and we can all pray
for our veterans, their families and our deployed troops. The Creator has
blessed us with our Faith, our friends, our families and this great Nation
called America.

Gerry Hince
2

2 01 4-201 5 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
Lynn Sparks, Department Commander
Fred Rogers, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
C. W. Sparks, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Cheryl Williams, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer
Steve Watkins, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Terry Bigley, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Glen Scott, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
James Fleming, Immediate Past Department Commander
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Renee Monczynski, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Tom Kelly, 1st Division Commander
John Hince, 2nd Division Commander
Lloyd Buckmaster, 3rd Division Commander
Roger Folmar, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS
Lerory Anderson, 1st District Commander
Glenda Simon, 2nd District Commander
John Brewer, 3rd District Commander
Terry Cloninger, 4th District Commander
Gary Smith, 5th District Commander
Billy Winter, 6th District Commander
Ed Jarvis, 7th District Commander
Joey Garamillo, 8th District Commander
Jerry Kubala, 9th District Commander
Steve Miller, 10th District Commander
Sandy Kousman, 11th District Commander
Joe Page, 12th District Commander
Ken Horn, 13th District Commander
Ricardo Hankerson 14th District Commander
Harlan Lucas, 15th District Commander
Phillip Westerman, 16th District Commander
Bret Watson, 17th District Commander
John Overton, 18th District Commander
Ralph Langley, 19th District Commander
Robert Masten, 20th District Commander
Charlie Baker, 21st District Commander
Juan Torres, Jr., 22nd District Commander
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement
to share with the rest of the Department of
Texas? If so, please follow these simple
guidelines for submissions.
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your

file as the name of the article, so we can
keep track of it. And be sure to make it clear
who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are

just forwarding it to us.

• Please include any photos and/or artwork
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better)
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so
we can track them along with your article. Let
us know in your e-mail of any corresponding
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by
simply running your spell check function in
your word
processing program.
• E-mail everything directly to us at

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the following issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Fred’s Focus

Message from the Vice Commander
As the year unfolds several items come to light that affect our membership growth. One item
that has become clear is the need for improved communications. Communication can be divided
into two specific areas – internal and external, our article this month will focus just on internal
communications.
A high priority placed on internal communications will pay us dividends in the future both on
recruiting new members and also on retaining current members. So how can we improve our
internal communications that will lead to membership growth?
Effective use of the Hub Master System. Past Department Commander Don Daft was instrumental in developing this communication tool and our current Department Hub Master Ron
Chandler is “on the job” daily to keep us up to date on pertinent items. Ron has also up dated the
Hub Master tutorial that can be accessed on the Department website. But, the system is only as
strong as how well it is implemented and maintained at each level.
So what can we do to improve our Hub Master System?
1. Ensure that each division commander has appointed a competent division Hub Master with an
accurate database of each district Hub Master in their division.
2. Ensure that each district commander has appointed a competent district Hub Master with an
accurate and up to date database of each post in his or her district.
3. Ensure that each post commander has appointed a competent Hub Master with an accurate
and up to date database of all of their members of their post.
Without a doubt, our Hub Master System is an efficient, effective and reliable communication
tool but we must all work on continued improvement at each level of the organization. Other
proven communication tools are personal visits, and phone calls. Less effective, but still important, communication tools are letters, text messages, emails, websites and other social media.
Bottom line, clear, effective communications is the most important key to our organizations
success. So to grow our organization we must commit to helping improve our opportunity by
ensuring we have fully developed our Hub Master System at each level.
By working together, as a team, we will be awarded with a successful membership year. Your
dedication to The American Legion and the Department of Texas is gratefully appreciated.
Fred
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Texas Boys State – our 75th Anniversary
Submitted by Fred Rogers

Yes, this year Texas Boys State will be celebrating our 75th continuous year of operation and
many new and exciting events are planned.
What is Texas Boy State? At Texas Boys State, participants are exposed to the rights and privileges, the duties and responsibilities of a citizen. The training is objective and practical, with city,
county and state governments operated by the elected students. This is a participatory program
where each student becomes a part of the operation of his local, county, and state government.
Where will Texas Boys State be held? This year we will be returning to the Jester West dormitory
on the campus of the University of Texas, Austin. Our enrollment has increased by 20% and we
are limited to just 1100 eligible students. Enrollment will be accepted for the first 1100
applications received with full payment of tuition.
When is Texas Boys State scheduled? There are several important dates.
• Enrollment begins on January 7, 2015
• Enrollment ends and “wait list” begins on May 1, 2015
• Boys State begins on Sunday June 7, 2015 and ends on Friday June 12
Who can attend Texas Boys State? To be eligible for Texas Boys State the candidate must be a
male high school student that has completed his junior year and be sponsored by an American
Legion post. Characteristics of the “ideal’ candidate is a student leader with strong academic
performance and excellent interpersonal skills.
Why should each Texas post be involved? Because it is our mission and our duty! Texas Boys
State is one of our premier Americanism programs and stated in two segments of our Preamble:
• “To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation.”
• “To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy.”
How can we get more information? Full details for posts, school administrators, and students/
parents are on the Texas Boys State website texasboysstate.com. Also, each division and district
has an appointed Boys State Chairperson that is available to help.
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Congratulations to the Veteran Service Office of Texas A&M! They have been rated #1 in the state for taking care
of veterans and their families and now were just named #7 nationally in the same category!
NOTE: Post 159 in Bryan has reached out to these young veterans and their membership and programs have
really grown. They offer a flat rate for their first year dues, some Legionnaires even pay the dues for the returning
folks and the Post home is the place to be for Aggie Tailgate Parties! JUST ASK WORKS!!!!
- Gerry Hince

The 33rd Annual Massing of the Colors and Service of Remembrance
Submitted by Ken Cox

District Twelve American Legion Auxiliary and Harold L Gregory Memorial Post 626 participate in
the Massing of the Colors and Service of Remembrance Sunday November 9, 2014
The 33rd Annual Massing of the Colors and Service of Remembrance hosted by the Fort Worth
Chapter, Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW).
The Massing of the Colors is a patriotic ceremony provides a living tribute to our heritage and
rededicates our faith in the Flag of the United States. It demonstrates our support for the Colors
of the United States of America, and for the men and women of our uniformed services under
whose Colors they chose to serve. It combines the colors and color guards of Active and Reserve
Component military units, ROTC/JROTC Units, Veterans’ Organizations, Civic and Patriotic
organizations, including Boy and Girl Scout units from the local councils.
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Tarrant County Celebrates Veterans Day 2014
Submitted by Ken Cox

The 2014 Tarrant County Veterans Day Parade in downtown Fort Worth celebrated
our 200-year-old national anthem. The annual parade again drew thousands of
spectators who began lining downtown sidewalks before 10 a.m.
The Grand Marshal, President of the General Society of the War of 1812 led the
parade in a horse and buggy following a Fife and Drum band. Katie Steadman with
the 531ST Air Force Band sang our National Anthem and Fort Worth Mayor Betsy
Price spoke during the opening ceremonies in Sundance Square Plaza, telling
veterans, “Today is your day.”
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Tarrant County Celebrates Veterans Day 2014
(continued)

Participants in the parade include military members, several local high school
bands, more than 3,000 students in Junior ROTC programs from the Fort Worth,
Burleson, Crowley and Keller school districts and at least 30 veteran and civic
organizations.

The parade is organized by the Tarrant County Veterans Council, and this year, Fort
Worth received a national designation by the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs.
Much more information and pictures are on line at www.tcvc.us.
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com
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